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(CP We again have the pleasure to present a sur- 
PLEMENT to our readers, to dispose of a part of our 
stock of matter that was in type. Another shall 
be published next week, to enable us to give Dr. 
Fones’ brief history of the revolution in South-Ame- 
rica, a very interesting paper, accompanying Mr. 
Ropnev’s report——provided, other documents, of 
more immediate importance, are not received in 
the interim. 

Mn. Seencen’s nesorvtion.—As the American 
people are, ai this time, much engaged in «xamining 
the banking. business, because they ferl that its ex- 
cesses have seriously affected the public prosperity, 
we have given up a large portion of this sheet to 
insert a full accotmnt of the proceedings that took 
place on Mr. Spencer's motion concerning the U. 
S'ates’ bank-—to which we generally refer our rea- 
ders. 

The time is at hand, if not already arrived, when 
Mr. Spencer will be hailed as a public benefactor for 
having agitated this subject. Though his resolu- 
tion has. been stripped of the peculiar objects of en- 
quiry aimed at, still the committee have ample 
power to make a general report on tie proceedings 
of the bank, as well as whether the charter has 
been violated or not—and we yet hope that the 
names of our lords and masters—of the privileged 
order within the incarporation itself, may be publish- 
ed; certainly, the public has a right to know them. 

The present p-cuniary distresses of the country, 
after its luxury and want of domestic economy, is next 
attributable to the United States’ bank; and many 
men believe that the severe pressure at this parti- 
cular time, is a part of the machinery put in mo- 
tion by this bank, to.bear upon the proceedings of 
congress, and induce that body to grant relief to 
the system, by authorising the manufacture of some 
new species of paper for a national currency, and 
thereby give room for some new speculation. For 
ourselves, we are decidedly opposed, (and we wish 
it explicitly understood) to the issue of any new 
paper until, at least, that which at present is circu- 
ated shali obtain a legitimate value, by a reduc- 
tion of its quantity, and a severe test of its quality. 

The rage for speculation which the bank of the 
United States introduced, must be checked. ‘This 
institution did more to destroy regular business 
than any thing else that ever happened to this coun- 
try; and the effect is every where manifesting itself. 
The exposure of those who have been engaged in 
it, may tend to prevent a recurrence of such doings 
in future. It was wrongfully bezun; as though the 
act of incorporation had been granted for the pri- 
vate benefit of a few, who might manage it as they 
pleased, as their own property,—and hence, all 
things were made to bend to a promotion of their 
interest. This, by the way, is the spirit of -all in- 
corporated money-makers; but it is only lately that 
the people have felt it—and they must remedy it— 
as well as they can. 

The Piiladelphia Gazette says that a statement, 

including all the poinis of information called for, by 

Mr. Spencer, excepting such only as are precluded 

by the terms of the charter, has already been com- 

pai itigaig to government, by the bank of the U. 
ares, 


O7As there is a proviso that the power granted 
Vor. XV,——-17, 











to congress shall not be construed to imply a right 
of inspecting the account of any priva‘e individual, 
we shall not then get any information on some of ihe 
facts most desired: The incorporation is one thing, 
and the individuals that compose it another! And 
thus, if the whole monies that the bank has loaned 
were loaned to one man, to enable him to make his 
speculations, this circumstance is not to have any 
weight in considering the general merits of the in- 
stitution!!! 

We have mtich confidence in the committee that 
has been appointed to varry the resolution of the 
house into effect~and trust that they will sift the 
much complained proceedings of the bank to the 
bottom—that they will see for themselves. We 
are satisfied that some, and we hope that all of the 
members of the committte, will give the utmost 
lattitude to their powers. 

Tie Richmond Compiler, speaking of Mr. Spen- 
cer’s original resolution, says—it “falls short of 
the public complaints in two respects at least. Ist. 
It has been charged upon the directors of the 
bank, that with a view of raising the price of the 
stock, and enabling themselves or their friends to 
sell out at a larger advance, they made a larger di- 
vidend at first than their actual profits would jus- 
tify: and this they did, either by dividing a certain 
portion of their capital stock (a supposition which, 
by the bye is very isaprobable,) or by the distribu. 
ting the exp-nses of its establishment proportiona- 
bly among the successive half yearly settlements, 
instead of paying and charging them at first, as is 
said to be usual among similar institutions—2d, 
That witha view of savicg the actual stockholders 
from loss, and keeping up the price of the stock 
by not forcing it into market, they have exempted 
in Philadelphia, and perhaps in some other places, 
the stock notes from that curtailment to which the 
discounted notes are subjected. These two points 
ought equally to be embraced in Mr. Spencer’s 
resolutions. It is Sincerely hoped for the horor 
and credit of the institution, that all these com- 
plaints may turn out to be unfounded; though it is 
apprehended that they are not ail so.” 

The atiora] Messenger, reprehending the ra- 
zeeing of Mr Spencer’s erxquiry, demands—“what 
even forcea objection there could be to such ene 
quiry; if it all is as it should be, would not the bank 
ave been benefited by such an enquiry, and the 
people learn that the clamours against it are unjust? 
certes, it would make healthy its tainted reputation, 
Why then is the investigation shrunk from? 

And, after quoting the resolution as it passed, 
adds—“Here, then, it will be seen, that ali the 
specifications of importance are thrown away; and 
it will be found, of course, that the bank has not 
violated its charter. Why such a partial investiga- 
tion? We blush for the causes. Thus, then, all the 
good and wholesome effects that might have re- 
sulted are lost, and the bank will be found to have 
merely preserved its charter. We say those are the 
very worst rogues who darely manage to kee): with- 
in the pale of the law. The enquiry, under the ori- 
ginal resolution, would have excited the interest of 
the public—under the amendment, the report will 
have no interest. We wish it to be distinctly un- 
derstood, that Mr. Speacer pressed his resolution 
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with all that becoming earnestness which an ho- 
nest man feels when he is anxious to correct er- 
ror.” 

Equalization of exchange. Messrs. D. W. and J. 
Gantley, merchants of New York, have publicly ad- 
vertised a transaction, as follows:—Persons at Nor- 
fulk authorised them to draw at three days sight for 
the amount of their account—they did so, and made 
a request that the branch bank at New York would 
collect.it—which was refused; they then sent the 
desft to Norfolk, where it was collected by the 
branch bark there, and a request made for a drafi 
on the branch at New York, and refused, though a 
premium of one per cent. was offered for it. The 
- next resource was to send to New York a check on 
the ‘branch at Norfolk, certified to be good—this 
was offe: od in deposit at the branch in New York, 
and refused—and to the question, if it would be re- 
ceived for duties, the answer was, that it would 
not: but the New York branch offered to take the 
check for cullection, at two per cent. discount, and 
would pay the money for it at the expiration of 


about ten days! 


* 
Exportation of Specie. 
Phe fullowing is from *. nortbern correspondent” of 
the National Intelligencer. 

The money concerns of the inhabitants of the Unit- 
ed States, and of the government, jp natural con- 
sequence, are not in the most desifable situation. 
‘Vhis fact must by all be admitted, though it will 
not bs conceded, by any, to originate ina want of 
means in the people or their government, who are, 
by all the world, allowed to possess the most ample 
resources; and, if such, as it cannot be doubted, is 
the fact, and the evil-still exists, there certainly is 
» cause for it. ‘This is by some ascrit<d to a want 
of circulating medium, and they have devised means 
to supply the deficiency. The National Intelli- 
gencer, of late, has had some very valuable com- 
munications on this subject: by others it has been 
traced diflerentiy. The only cause, however, is, (and 
all whoscee, observe, and reflect,if reflection be at all 
required, agree,) a want or deficiency rather of the 

recious metals, gold and silver. Indeed, it may 
be said, that if there is a want of gold and silver, 
there is a want of circulating medium. Be it so. 
White bank notes are their representatives, and un- 
der existing laws, may be changed for them, that it 
likewise should be so, seems necessary because de- 


sired by the mass of the population. bs 
‘Yo have specie paid for bank notes; to facilitate 








the collection of the public revenue; to prevent the: 


vicissitudes m money transactions, that is, to avoid 
the ebbs and floods of too little and too much 
money, it seems but required to enact a law for the 
nation, of apparent utility in its operation, and 
answering all desirable purposes. Men conversant 
ui money operations, agree as to the utility and 
practicability ofa law,if it wereenacted by congress, 
to prohibit the exportation of American coin, and 
wold and silver uncoined, except plate and plated 


wares. Phe law ought to be made underiproper pen- 


alties; such as the forfeiture of the specie; the per- 
sonal punishment of individuals concerned; their in- 
abili'y to obtain credit withte Ugited States; their 
inability to yete at elections, &c.; and, on the clear- 
iug of a vessel, the persons clearing her must make 
oaih that they have not exported, and that they 
wiii not export, forbidden coin, or uncoined goid 
ur siiver. ‘The proof aganst infractors of the law, 
way be liad befure ibe departure of the vessel, dur- 


g her abacnce, or afier her return. 


et 
aat 


os Soles 


| “The only objection to sucha law is, that it will 
be evaded. Admit it, still it will not be evaded to 
that degree as not to be highly beneficial. Similar 
laws have existed, and now do exist, in all European 
sdvereignties, with the exception of France, and 
surely would long since have been abolished if they 
were not proved to be practically advantagecus. 
That infractions of all laws, even the wisest and 
most useful, do occur, is a.mitted, for punishments 
are inflicted on the infractors of them; but can the 
possibility of the law being infringed, be a good 
reason against it? 

The advantages of such a law, on the contrary, 
are numerous and striking. While it leaves the 
merchant full scope to trade in foreign coins, it 
secures the basis of the circulation, which can only 
be augmented; it precludes the possibility of a su- 
perabundance of paper currency, for the banks must 
liquidate their balances in American coin, or gold 
and silver uncoined; it gives solidity, and a perma- 
nent value to moriey, and that superfluiiy and that 
want of it, which we have so frequently experienc- 
ed, will not return. 

If, then, on investigation, the law has scarcely 
any objection against it, and so many advantages 
to recommend 17, will it not strike the representa- 
tives of the people as advantageous, necessary, and 
advisable; and will they not deem it a measure re- 
quired for the welfare of the nation? 

It is unqnestionably a national measure, recom. 
mended by experience and reasoning, and loudly 
called for, to the advancement of our national pros+ 
perity. 

REMARKS ON THE PRECEDING. 

The idea of muintaining a specie currency, by 
prohibiting the exportation of coin, is a mere noe 
t-um—hike Blackhead’s essence of Pitchforks, to 
cure incurable disorders. 

Nor is it a fact that the “only objection” to the 
passage ofa law to prevent the exportation of 
American coin, is, that it weuld be evaded. Gold 
and silver are as fairly articles of merchandize am 
tapes and bobbins, aud their value equally fluc- 
tuates according tothe demand for them. They 
are only the medium of commerce, without any in- 
trinsic virtue in‘ themselves, seeing that ten thou- 
sand bushels of them willnot satisfy the hunger 
ofone man. A dollar is a dollar, to be sure—and 
so also, a piece of tape is a piece of tape, all the 
world over—but it depends upon circumstances to 
fix the relative worth of either compared with the 
other, and the value of each depends upon the de- 
sire to obtain, or the disposition to part with it. 
In war, the lawsare silent,” says the proverb— 
that is, in seasons of common difficulty and com- 
mon exertion, when the preservation of a state di- 
rectly hinges upon the particular conduct of indi- 
viduals, a man must give up or suspend the exer- 
cise of some of his natural and personal rights: in 
peace, he claims the power to do with his own what 
he pleases, provided he neither inflicts upon nor 
subjects his neighbor to an immediate wrong. Thus, 
a person may not set fire to his house in a town— 
but he may doitin thecountry; yet so far as the 
common stock of property is affected, the public 
loss is the same. But there is no rightful remedy 
for it, . : 

The examples of Furopean monarchies are no 
rule for us, as they affect the privileges of indivi- 
duals. But if they were, in respect to the matter 
beiore ws, what do they teach us? France, we are 
told, is the only country from which tse exporta- 





tion of coin is Bot prohibiied—dut France is the ont 
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couniry in which a specie currency is common to the 
bovernment and the people/—Now this seems quite 
strange, until we recollect that France has very 
_ little paper money, and that the use of it is chiefly 
confined to the city of Paris and its neighborhood. 
In therest, Britain, Russia, Austria, Prussia, &c. 
the precious metals, instead of being a medium of 
domestic commerce, ure wholly subjects of specula- 
tion, except in coins of the lower denominations 
and of less comparative value. Much more money 
was coined at the British migt within the last two 
years, than there ever was at one time in the United 
States, and its exportation was and is prohibited— 
where is it? Eight and an half millions of pounds 
sterling were issued ina new gold coin called *so- 
vereigns,” all which disappeared in a few weeks— 
without in the least facilitating the ordinary trans- 
action of the nation: and there were also great is- 
sues of silver. Itis likewise thus in the other 
countries named—simply because they are inun- 
dated with a depreciated and perhaps irredeema- 
ble paper currency, which is the mortal enemy of 
a specie medium. And notwithstanding, the im- 
mense sums which England has cast into the conti- 
nent by her subsidies, loans and disbursements, 
they are no better off on that account—for, by 
means of thesales of her goods, England not only 
drew her money back again, but added to it all 
else that they had got by any other means, to seek 
again some new situation in which it was most de 
sired—as an article of trade with a foreign coun- 
try, or to find repose in the private drawers of in- 
dividuals, for their own safety— paper money being 
a legal tender; a state of things never to be Cis- 
pensed with in that country without a revolution 
and consequent reduction of the national expendi- 
ture. Nine tenths of the whole of her enormous 
expenditure is of a determinate amount—such as 
50,0002 to Mr. Cobourg, and 34, 4, or 5 per cent. 
onthe principals of her national debt. We may 
recollect that an attempt was made a year or two 
_ago to resumea specie currency—which, after li- 
terally filling all the jails with debtors, was aban: 
-doned asimpractitable. Why?—because the pro- 
ducts of agriculture, &c. were immediately reduc- 
ed from 30 to 50 per cent. below their former no- 
minal value, and nearly two bushels of wheat were 
required to pay the tax that one did before. Every 
body knows that bread stuffs are not allowed to be 
imported into England, for home consumption, un- 
less the general average of wheat is at such and 
stich a price; but every body does not know, or at 
least reflect, that if wheat does not produce sucha 
price in the currency of the country, that the rents, 
taxes and tythes cannotbe paid. ‘This is the natu- 
ral effect of the paper system—fiction must be met 
with fiction;and herein is the whole secret by which 
it is balanced and prevented from kicking the 
beam. The introduction of one hundred millions 
in coin would not bring England back to a real 
specie currency; because her permanent expendi- 
tures are built upon a paper one of less value, but 
maintaining an equal amount, whether pid in paper 
or incoin. If it were otherwise, the mighty ba- 
lance of trade that is in-her favor, would long 
since have caused coin to supercede paper, without 
any law to prohibit its exportation. When about 
one half of the sam which her government now ex- 
acts of the people is permitted to remain with them 
—specie payments may be expected—but perhaps, 
not before; and then the paper system will have 
been shaken into tatters. 

_ Similar effects are produced by different causes. 
f{0in is scarce in the United Stutes, and in conse. 


quence of a paper sysiem too—bui thai sys cm has 


| not grown out of the demands of the government, 


and is but partially connected with it, though mea- 
surably caused by its neglect of a sound political 
economy: government, therefore, may apply a res 
medy without hagarding its own existence; and its 
requisitions are so light on the people as hardly Lo 
be felt by the great body of them at all: a tempo. 
rary retirement from any one vf our ntunerous lux. 
uries, would satisfy the whole demand. Under 
these anspicious circumstances, we can besr s pas- 
sage from a paper toa specie currency, avd the 
price of our produce will essentially regulate the 
price of every thing else-which is the very res 
verse of the state of things in Great Britain, wherein 
the taxes may be said to fix the prices wluch the 
farmer must get. And as a paper currency disap- 
pears, we shall find that specie will become plenty, 
for pomEstic Economy Will force the balance of trace 
in our favor. 

Let us strike at the root of the evil at ance, by 
retiring from the use of such foreign articles as are 
not necessary either to our comfort or convenience, 

The China and East India trade may be nearly 
dispensed with+superfine cloths and many other 
items of fine goods, are of no use to us—French 
brandy and West India ram are not wanted, and the 
consumption of wines may be severeiy checked 
all without injury to any one, except a few dealers 
in them. This may be done by levying righifi.Z 
duties upon them, and so tomrena Salatary fushio. 
among the people of wearing and consuming the 
products of their.own country. Fasiion wasies 
more than necessity consumes—and the tas of té 
falis directly upon those who fillow it. In leading 
a fashion, something is to be gained to every 
country in which employment is wanted; but they 
who follow it, if a foreign fashion, must pay tlic 
cost of it. Thus, a new thing was got up and par- 
tially fashionable last year in England, and inthe 
present is generally used; in the latter year, also, 
it is partially fashionable in the United States, unc 
in the next, when it shall be exploded in EK: gland, 
it will be in common use ia America. We they 
serve asasink to receive all the ufful of Faglon-l-~- 
we relieve her merchants of their unfashionable 
goods, merely because she has given us the fashie 
ofthem. In thus sping the prodigality and exces; 
of her useless population, or lending ourselves to 
support thé manozuvres of her manufacturing poli. 
ticians, we become her debtars perhaps to the 
amount of 10 millions a year, by the purchase of 
goods which we do not wani—hbecause a few empty. 
headed creatures make them out to be sustiomahie! 

A little attention in the general rovernment to 
these few things named, together wiih the exams 
of distinguished men and women acting in support 
of it, would soon turn the balance of trade in our 
favor, cause the precions metals to flow in upon us 
abundantly, and be worth all the laws that con be 
enacted to preventthe exportation of coin. Let 
these articles be so highly taxed, that an Aowes 
person Wil not commonly wear orconsime them— 
and runhic sextTimentt will support ihe opinion, 
that the men cr women who indulge in them are 
smugglers, spendthrifs or things of ill-famt—pro- 
vided that economy can be made fashvonadle. 

A very intelligent, friend has observed to me, 
that if Mrs. Aladison (while her husband wuss pre. 
sident of the United States, and especially duving 
the time of the war) had directed ber gr éat influ. 
ence over the fashivnables of the United States to 
the use of dumesiic manufaelares, she wWoulth have 





acquired a reputation stiperior to thay of the mo-- 
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ther of the Gracchii, instead of being, as she is 
now, almost forgotten;—and he added, that Mrs. 
-Monroe has also the same power to obtain a most 
honorable celebrity, by rendering am essential ser- 
viceto her country—encouraging those who visit 
her to dress inthe products of their own land, in- 
stead of tamely copying the interested leadings of 
a foreign minister’s wife, as most of them do. 
it may be rovghly estimated that we, annually, 
receive a quantity of superfine cloth, which costs us 
$12,000,000 
Articles of useless finery for women’s 
wear 
French brandiesand West India rum to 
the amount of 6,000,000 
Wines 3,000,000 
‘leas, and other China and E. India goods 5,000,000 


6,000,000 





32,000,000 ; 1 


Now it is easy to believe that by Aeavy duties and 
a change of fashion, we might save— 
In the cost of our cloths 
finery for the ladies 


6.000,000 


Whole cost of French brandies and W. I 
rum 6,000,000 
To wines 2,000,000 


Teas and other China and East India 
goods 3,000,000 





% 20,U00,000 
Twenty millions in cost abroad, is the same as 
forty millions received at home—and the balance of 
trade is at once completely turned in our favor,— 
without the least detiiment to any one but the 
dealers in the articles struck at, who are of no con- 
sideration in the great national scale. And by this 
also, the agriculture and manufactures of our own 
country would receive an impetus which would 
hurry us on to the greatness that we aspire to. 


_ There is nothing new in these propositions—they 

form the basis on which the British government 
exists, If she were liberally to permit the intro- 
duction of cotton goods from her own possessions 
in the East Indies, of spirits from her islands and 
dependencies in the West Indies, with the barn- 
dies of France, and many of the manufactured ar- 
ticles and agricultural products of several other 
Nations, in the same manner that we receive them, 
“the wheels of her government” would be stopped 
in less than a twelvemonth. And herein again, we 
may observe a very different effect from the opera- 
tion of the same principle—that which is for the 
preservation of the government in England, is for 
the welfare of the people, and might be partially 
detrimental to the resources of government, in the 
U, States. 


The preceding was written on Saturday Jast— 
and the National Intelligencer of last Monday con- 
tains the following remarks en the projected law 
to prevent the exportation of coi, inserted above— 


“71 the editors. Your northern correspondent, of 
the 23.1 Nov. bas not assigned the true reason of our 
present difficulties in money affairs: his remedies are 
weak, falsely founded, and ineffectual. Violently 
penal laws for offences not immoral, are contrary to 
the spirit of laws, of policy, and of wisdom: they are 
the obvious and ready resource of weak and fool- 
ish governments, and are particularly objectiona- 
ble in commercial regulation, as they always must 
and will be evaded. The examples of England, 
Spain, and Portugal, attest how ridiculously ineffi- 
cient suc’; laws are. The true remedy is to make 


3,000,000 | 


an article of commerce, and this is to be effected 
by diminishing the quantity of paper money. 

Suppose that there is now 100 millions of paper 
money in circulation in the United States, so much 
money being necessary for that purpose: suppose 
twenty millions of it withdrawn every year; is it not 
certain that it would be replaced by twenty mil- 
lions of gold and silver, so that at the end of five 
years the whole 100 mi'lions wanted for circula- 
tron, would consist entirely of gold and silver? 
This would take place, because no imports would 
he so profitable as these metals; they would be an 
article of the first necessity, and, as such, would 
take the preference of every other import. I do 
not propose that this measure should be adopted 
or enforced by government, but leave the laws 
open to be enforced sgainst banks. Compel them 
to pay specie; let the tide ebb to its proper level; 
et commerce regulate itself; the agony will be over 
before congress can interfere. Interference be- 
tween debtor and creditor is always unjust and in- 
jurious. The evil wil! work its own cure sooner 
and better than by any legislative provision what- 
soever. | EBORACENSIS.” 

One other remark and we shall have done. A 
most wholesome operation is now going on—the 
prudent, well-meaning banks are génerally with- 
drawing their paper from circulation and thas 
causing it to rise to a specie value—whilst banks 
of other description are rapidly passing away. Spfe- 
cte puyments by the good banks, are indtepensable to 
the merited destruction of the bad ones; and we might 
have no objection to a law to prohibit the expor- 
tation of all sorts of coin and bullion for one year 
ang no LONGER, provided it is believed that a te:n- 
porary aid might thereby be afforded to the re- 
generation which every body acknowledges the né- 
cessity of. Such a prohibition may afford a momen- 
tary ease, or at least inspire a certain degree of 
confiderce in the people, and possibly keep up a 
needfui degree of excitement, until the only sure 
means of curing our disordered state of things can 
be brought to bear upon them. 








Massachusetts’ Claims. 


At the opening of every session of congress, we 
hear something about the claims of the state of 
Massachusetts, for militia services rendered to the 
United States in the late war! There is something 
so ridiculous in this claim, that a sober-minded 
man can iardly believe that it is soberly preferred 
—but, like the affair of “Amy Darden’s stud horse,” 
we expected to be Jored with it for many years to 
come. 

The Boston Centinel of the 4th ult. says—“We 
confidently anticipate that before the close of the 
ensuing session of congress, our fellow-citizens will 
see that the claims of this state, for war expenses, 
will be proved to be founded on sustice, zquiTY, 
and CONSTITUTIONAL PRINCIPLES; and will be de- 
fended on that broad ground, by the representa- 
tives of this and a majority of the districts of thé 
commonwealtli. Méussachusetts has already paid 
every cent of those expenses, and congress, we can- 
not doubt, notwithstanding all the arts to mislead 
them, will feel it their duty honorably to remune- 
rate them.” 

It is truly astonishing that any one in Massachu- 
setts is so wanting of that degree of prudence which 
so much characterises our eastern brethren, as to 
mention these claims at all. Every sort of reason- 
able calculation should induce them to wish the 





gold and gilver more valuable as a currency than as 


whole affair sent to oblivion—for a more preposter- 
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ous idea cannot enter the brain of a manize, than to 
apprehend that these claims ought to be paid by 
the United States, without a wanton sacrifice of 
the first principle of the confederacy, which is, that 
the power of the several states shall be rendered 
subservient to the cominon defence, in time of wsr, 
&c. And if ever these claims are paid by the 
United States, consistent with “justice and equity,” 
or the “constitution,” we shal] be prepared to say 
that the bond of union is 9s a rope of sand, and that 
the spirit which got up the Hartroup convinTIoNn® 
was an honest one. But we no more expect this, 
than tobe assured by ten thousand affidavits, that 
certain cunning men have contrived to domesticate 
sea-serpents and use them like horses with yokes 
round their necks, and bridles in their mouths, to 
tow vessels round the world at the rate of five hun. 
dred miles in a minute. When this is done, we 
may believe that the Massachusetts’ claim ought to 


be paid—but not until ¢hen can it be paid with 
safety. 








‘Uniform Bankrupt Law. 


A law to establish an uniform system of bank 
ruptcy, is loudly called for from many parts of the 
United States. By the 4th article of the 8th sec- 
tion of the constitution, the power to enact such a 
law is so expressly delegated, that it ecems +o be 
almost imposed upon congress as a duty to enact it. 
The laws of the individual states cannot be render. 
ed competent to do justice between debtor and 
creditor; and many of them are disgraced by a mean 
self interest—localized for the especial benefit of 
creditors resident in the state, &c. A scheme 


certainly, may be devised which, compelling frau- 


dent men to pay their debts or give up their pro 
perty, shall also relieve the unfortunate debtor, 
and enable him to resume his usefulness in society. 
The following extract from the Federal Republican 
very well elucidates the subjec: and makes it com- 
prehensible to every one:— 

‘‘A bankrupt law and an insolvent law are alto- 
gether different; the former is made for the bene- 
fit of the creditor the latter for the benefit of the 
debtor. A bankrupt law is put in operation by the 
creditor, an insolvent law by the debtor. A dank. 
rupt law always provides that, upon the happening 
of certain events, or upon the debtors doing cer- 
tain things, such as letting a note lie over at bank, 
shutting himself up, denying himself to his credi- 
tor when called on for payment of a debt, abscond- 
ing, lying in jail a certain number of days, and the 
hike; the creditor may sue out a commission of 
bankruptcy, which immediately transfers all the 
property of the bankrupt to certain assignees, for 
the benefit of the creditors génerally. This imme- 
diately puts it out of the power of the debtor to 
make any disposition ofhis property, to the preju- 





ie ae 


* When this infamous convention was getting up, 
the Boston newspapers teemed with the most vio- 
lent and indecent language that ever issued from 
the press—very “unbecoming a moral and religious 
people” to hear. I have about ha’fa bushel of ex- 
tracts from these and other such papers, which 
may yet be arranged and published in a d00k, for 
the edification af posterity—for the most christian 
disposition does not -require us to forget such 
things. On one occasion, when a loan was requir- 
ed by the United States, for the common defence, 
the Bosten Gazette, denouncing the war and those 
who heiped to carry it on, said “Let every highway- 
man find kis own pistols.” 








’ 


dice of his creditors. Such a law produces care~- 
fulness and punctuality among orerchants; and out 
of the bankrupt law has grown the delicacy of a 
merchant’s credit—out of the bankrupt law has 
arisen the idea, and the practical principle, that 
when a merchant suffers his note to lie over, (a 
it is called,) at bank, a failure has taken place; he 
has become a bankrupt. So that although, we have 
no bankrupt law, yet we enjoy some of the benefi- 
cial consequences of one, to wit, punctuality in 
mercantile transactions. The advantages of thus 
transfering, immediately, upon the slightest devia- 
tion from strict mercantile conduct, all the proper- 
ty of the delinquent, to the hands of persons who 
will preserve it for the benefit of creditors, is ma- 
nifest and incontrovertible. 

Far different is the operation of an insolvent 
law. The debtor has his option when to put this 
in operation; he resorts to it only when it suits bis 
convenience, and usually not till he has got all 
things prepared to take the benefit of it, most to 
his own advantage. He muy let fifty notes lie over, 
or lie in jail six months, or abscond, or do any thing 
else his conscience will permit bim to do, to de. 
fraud his creditors, and not one of them cxn touch 
a cent of his propetty, or compel him to deliver it 
up for their benefit, until after they have obtained 
a judgment in due course cf law, and issued an ex 
ecution, which, in the state of Maryland, requires 
a very considerable portion of a man’s life.” 





(cPpBut a general bankrupt law would operate 
upon incorporations‘as well as individuals, and bethe 
very thing to shut up every swindling or ill-direct- 
ed banking institution, causing the whole race of 
money-makers to be exceedingiy cautious of their 
movements—asnd in preventing, perhaps, the future 
establishment of any bank not based upon real capi- 
tal. The accomplishment of these objects is so 
exceedingly important, as to overbalance every 
thing that can be alleged against such a law. It 
will add to the profits and facilitate the business of 
good banks, ard destroy the rest. 








——~ 


Ways and Mezns! 


LETTER TO THE EDITOR OF THE REGISTER. 
Sin—I have just taken up your Recistrer of the 
7th ultimo; as one of your readers, so far from sup- 
posing that it is your wish to destroy the banking 
establishments of the United States, I would ra- 
ther assert that you were purlicularly friendly te 
them. By raising a cry against banks, you will ef- 
fectually prevent the incorporation of any more, 
and thereby confirm the monopoly to those in ex- 
istence, who will laugh in their sleeves at your op- 
position, and each will call itself “the chaste bank 
which must be preserved ” The most effectual ‘vay 
to destroy the country banks wouid be to follow the 
advice, said to be given by Dr. Franklin, relative 
to the continental money. ‘Instead of trying to re- 
deem it as specie, which from its quantity would 
ruin the country, continue to make it as long as it 
will pay for the old rags and lampblack; it will 
then cease to circulate, and you wiil hear no more 
of it.” In the same way, continue to establish coun- 
try banks until no one will take their notes, or un- 
til their dividends by the division of businesg and 
the scant circulation of the paper of each, will be 
less than legal interest; the stockholders of the 
bank will then settie their concerns, and dis. 
solve their constitution by mutual consent, as the 
will make more of their money by lending it.on in- 
terest in the old manner; by continuing the mono- 
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poly, you will raise the value of bank stock above 
par, but hy increasing the number of banks, money 
wil! he worth more than bank shares, and you will 
destroy the evil. 

As I neither hold bank stock, indorse notes, nor 
have any discounted, {do not personally feel any of 
‘he advantages or disadvantages which are related 
respecting banks. For my private convenience, I 
deposite in a particular bank (which pays in spe- 
cie when demanded) the money which I receive; 


and I do not take any notes which are not receiva- | 


ble there, and when I want money I craw checks 
on my deposites in that bank 1 am therefore 
only acqnainted with the confined circulation 
which a farmer ought to have, aNd I am not in 
danger of ruining myself, “by extending my credit, 
turning speculator, and living by my wits” like 
some of my anfortunate neighbors. But there is one 
practice connected with banks which I have sus- 
tained loss from, and which I do not recollect that 
you have mentioned. A man sets up in business 
without capiial, but by means of the endorsements 
of same of his friends, to some of whom he is in- 
cdebted, or of shavers who are paid for their names, 
he is enabled to have notes discounted, and to make 
a display of money and property; persons are there- 
fore induced to trust him, and he buys on credit 
toa great amount. If his speculation succeeds, 
he is able to pay; if it fails, or if he has paid too 
many old debts, or if the shavers have asked too 
much for their mames, be becomes insolvent—his 
property being appropriated in the first instance 
to satisfy the banks and his “honorable engage- 
ments’? to his endorsers—-the parties who were 
in the secret of his poverty, who gave him a ficti- 
tious appearance of property to answer their own 
purposes, ahd who enabled him todeceive the honest, 
industrious and unwary citizen. My remedy would 
be, and it would also have the effect to destroy specu- 
Jation and restore steady habits—that every bank 
shou!d be obliged by law, to keep a book of bank 
discounts and engagements, which should be open 
ty the examination of every applicant, on paying a 
iriding fee, the same as the registry of morigages 
sud judgments, and that honest bona fide debts, 
should be psid before honorable engagements to 
those who have associated with the insolvent, to 
ubtain a false and swindling credit. Let the books 
of banks be epen to inspection, and give publicity to 
all their proceedings. 1 am by no means averse 
trom banks in cities, on the contrary I esteem them 
necessary for commercial and national purposes; but 
iiie circulating medium of the country should be 
specie—we would then have’a mass of wealth in 
store for public emergencies, which every nation 
shouic be provided for. 
Ian, sir, 
very respectfully. 

P. S. It is said that some country banks have in 
a side way insisted on persong making deposites of 
pons, obtained from directors on usury, and open- 
ing bank accounts, before their notes would be dis- 
cauunted, and that by agreement part of the sum 
discounted, was to remain untouchedin bank: that 
j3 to say, if a note of $1000 was discounted, $250 
were to remain in bank, by which they would re- 


ceive as discount at the ra‘e of eight per cent. per|y 


annum instead of six; it is also said that when the 
paper of another country bank has been offered in 
payment of notes discounted, that it has been re- 
fused untess at a discount of five per cent. and 
that the same paper when so received, has been 
immediately paid out at per; and that in some 


Stipulation, that the notes should be paid with the 
food paper of other banks; or that the depreciated 
paper of other banks should be paid to the appli- 
cant at par, but that it would not after be received 
from him unless ata discount. These practises are 
so base that they are hardly credible. Bet “thirty 
tyrants never blush,” and a man when associated 
with others will agree to acts of roguery which as 
an individual he would shudder at. Instead there- 
fore of continuing a monopoly to such banks, let us 
rather adopt every lawful method to correct or 
abolish them, or they will completely demoralize 
and ruin the country. 


CONGRESS. 


IN SENATE. 

Nov. 27. The engrossed bill to increase the sala-: 
ries of certain officers of government, was read 
the third time, and the blanks filled with six thou- 
sand dollars as the salary of the secretaries of the 
state, treasury, war and navy departments, three 
thousand five hundred dollars for that of the at- 
torney general, and four thousand dollars for that 
of the postmaster general, 

The blanks, (with the exception of that. fixing 
the salary of the attorney general, whose income, 
it was remarked, did not depend wholly on his 
salary, as he attended to private business, &c.) 
were filled with the sums named without objectior, 

As amended, the bill passed, and was sent to the 
other house for concurrence. 

Several bills from the other house were read 
and referred. : 

WVov. 30. Mr. Fichenor submitted the following 
resolution for consideration: 

Resolved, Thatthe committee on the judiciary 
be instructed to enquire into the expediency of 
changing the present judicial system of the United 
States, so far as to provide for the gradual dimi- 
nution of the number of the iadgesiieha at present 
compose the supreme court; for the restrictions of 
the functions and duties of the judges of that 
court, to the holding the sessions thereof, and the 
other duties incidental thereto; of establishing and 
organizing a circuit court in each state in the 
union, and of providing for the appointment of a 
competent number of judges for the holding of the 
said courts. 

Mr. Burrill, from the judiciary committee, made 
an unfavorable report on the petition of Matthew 
Lyon, of Kentucky, praying for the reimbursement. 
of « fine imposed upon him, under the sedition law, 
in 1798; which report was read. 

Mr. Stanford submitted the following resolution 
for consideration: 

Resolved, That the committee of finance enquire 
into the expediency of continuing in force the act 
of the 29th of April, 1816, regulating the curren- 
cy of certain foreign coins within the United States. 

Mr. Burrill, from the committee on the judicia- 
ry reported a bill to provide for the more conve- 
nient organization of the courts of the United 
States, and the appointment of circuit judges, 
which was read and passed to a second reading. 

Dec. 1. Mr. Daggett, agreeably to notice given 
esterday, and leave being obtained, introduced a 








bill further to extend the judicial system of the 
United States, which was read and passed toa 
second reading. 

Mr. Forsyth, laid on the table the following re- 


solution: 
Resolved, That the committee on finance be in-. 





cases discounts bave bcen made with the express 


structed to enquire into the expediency of prohibit- 
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ing the exportation of the gold and silver and cop 
per cons of the U. States. Goi 

The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Sanford, 
was taken up and agreed to. ares 
- The bill authorising the appointment of additi- 
onal clerks for the war department, was taken up 
and ordered toa third reading. 

The resolution for the admission of the state of 
Hlinois into the union, was read the third time, 
passed, and returned to the otlfer house. 

Dec 2. Mr. Siokes, of North Carolina, appeared 
to-day, and took his seat. ~ 

Mr. Goldsborough, from the select committee to 
whom was referred the resolution fer erecting a 
monument over the remains of general Washing- 
ton, reported « bill as a substitute for the resolu- 
tion, but containing precisely the same provisions. 

Mr. Ruggies laid on the table the following reso- 

lution: 
' Resolved, That the committee on miliiary affairs 
be instructed to enquire into the expediency of 
_ Making provision by law for clothing the army of 
the United States in domestic manufic'ures, 

Mr. Dickerson, according to notice, having ob- 
tained leave, introduced a resolution proposing to 
amend the constitution of the United States so far 
as to make the mode of electing electors of presi- 
dent and vice president of the United States, and 
of representatives to congress, uniform [by dis- 
tricts] throughout the union; which was read and 
passed to a second reading. 

The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Forsyth, 
to enquire into the expediency of prohibiting the 
exportation of United States’ coins, was taken up 
and agreed to. 

Mr. Daggett, agreeably to notice, and having ob- 
tained leave, introduced a bill more effectually to 
provide for the punishment of certain crimes 
against the United States, and for other purposes. 

Mr. Lacock, from the committee on pensions, 
made unfavorable reports on the petitions of George 
Stone, of John Brown, and of Lucy Cottineau; 
which were read. 

The bill authorizing the appointment of additi- 
onal clerks fer the war department, and the reso- 
lu'ion authorising the members of each house to 
transmit certain documents free of postage, were 
severally read the third time and passed, (the lat- 
ter with an amendment embracing any other mes- 
sage or documents which may be communicated 
by the executive during the session, as well as 
those at the commencement;) and , 

The senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

The following is a sketch of Mr. Spencer’s re- 
marks on introducing his resolution respecting the 
bank of the United States, inserted in the last 
REGIsTEen. 

He said, that it was with considerable reluctance 
he had submitted it to the house; a reluctance, 
however, proceeding solely from his inability to 
- do justice to the subject, and not from any doubt 
of the necessity or of the propriety of the proceed. 
ing. He had waitedtill this day, in the hope that 
some member, whose experience was more exten- 
Sive than his own, would have moved the erquiry; 
but, having been in this respect disappointed, he 
‘had felt it his imperious duty to do it. As tothe 
authority of this house to make the investigation, 
he thought there would be little doubt. If there 


should be any doubt on the mind of any gentleman 
on this subject, he referred him to the 23d sec- 
tion of the act establishing the bank, which ex- 
pressly authorized an examination of the books of | 





the bank, when required, by a committee of con: 
gress. As tothe necessity of the enquiry propos: 
ed, he presumed there were few of those near him 
who were not aware of the agitation which exists 
in the public mind on this subject, and who did 
not perceive that, from one end of the country to 
the other, loud complaints were made®against the 
conduct of the officers of the banks. It was ne- 
cessary for him to state, Mr. S. sail, eshe did ¢x- 
plicitly state, that he meant to implicate the*con- 
duct of the bank in no respect: on that péint he 
had formed no opinion, and would form none, until 
the facts reported by the committee should justify 
him in drawing his conclusions on the subject. He 
was neither hostile te the bank, nor particulariyv 
friendly: he owed nothing to it—he was the pro 
prictor of none of its stock, nor, that he knew of, 
were any of his friends. But, that complaints ex 
isted against the bank, he well knew; and, whether 
well or ill founded, it was equally due to the na- 
tion and to the bank, that a fair enquiry should 
take place, and such a report be made as would 
shew that the complaints were unjust, if such 
should prove to be the fact, or, if otherwise, shouid 
exhibit the specific instances of misconduct which 
the committee should be able to Ciscover. The: 
objects specified in the resolve, Mr.S. said, were 
all those respecting which, to his knowledge, com. 
plaints had been made; and they were subjects re- 
specting which, it was at least certain that the ne- 
tion required information. The friends of the bank, 
he thought, ought to solicit the enquiry proposed; 
they should be anxious that a full investijration 
should take place, und that too by a committee hay- 
ing no resentments against the bank to gratify, nor 
any feelings of friendship or attachment to bias 
them against it—by a committee, depending on 
their own inspection for facts, and not on informa- 
tionof a general nature derived from the officers 
of the bank. A full and fair view of the who'e 
subject, thus obtained, would be attended with 
the most happy consequences, to the nation and ty 
the bank. If it should be shown that immense €j-< 
counts had not been made to particular persons, 
for the purpose of speculation merely; that, by this 
means, the stock of the bank had not been blown 
up into abubble which had now b:rst; that the 
bank had distributed -its accommodations with a 
view to the accomodation of the comnmnity rather 
than ofindividuals; that it had used its best exer- 
tions to accomplish, what was one of the objects of 
its establishment, the equalization of the currency, 
as far as practicable; if it had done all this, and 
fairly endeavored to meet the public expectations, 
although it may have failed in that object, it would 
become an act of justice torally around the insti. 
tution, to sustain and give it credit, because no 
one could doubt the utility of such an institution 
to the nation, if properly conducted. With tiese 
abservations, Mr. S. submitted the resoluiivoa 14 
the will of the house. . 
Mr. MW’ Lane, of Delaware, rose, ke said, not te 
offer any opposition to the enquiry, but merety ta 
request time to give to the subject of the resolu. 
tion such a consideration as its importance déeser. 
ed. It would be recollected by the house, that a 
resolution had passed the senate during tie las: 
session, calling on the secretary of the treastiry to 
lay before the congress a particular account of te 
state and transactions of the bank. ‘This reourt 
might be expected io be shortly laid before con. 
yress; and in that report would perhaps be em. 
braced all the information required by the resojve. 





Although rumors had existed, Mr. M’Lane said, 
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with regan) so coro4a ft. 
thougist it would be well not to institute an enqui- 
ry hastily on the foundation of mere rumor. He 
wished the regolution to lie an the table for a day, 
or for a longer time, that:the house might -have 
time to reflect on it, He therefore moved, that it 
Tie on the table; and be printed. 

Mr. Spencer said, he had no sort of objection to 
this course; but he hoped that, after gentlemen 
should have.reflected on it, they would be disposed 
to take.it up and act on it at an early day. 

Friday, Nov. 27 —Mr. Bali, of Virginia, appear- 
éd to-day and took his seat. 

‘On motion of Mr. Lowndes, it was 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to én. 
quire whether it be expedient to make any amend- 
ment in the laws which regulate the coins of the 
United Siates and foreign coins, 

M: Spencer called for the consideration af the 
resolution submitted by him an Thursday, for an 
enquiry into the conduct of the bank of the United 
States. 

Mr. Lowndes suggested to the mover the proprie- 
ty of deferring the consideration of the resolution 
a day or two longer, when the house would be in 
possession of informatign on the subject which it 
had not yet received. 

Mr. Spencer not giving way to this suggestion— 
The question was tuken, whether the house would 
now proceed to consider the resolution? and de- 
cided jtin the negative—ayes 62, nays 73. 

On motion of Mr. T° ©, Nelson, it was 
Resolved, Vhat the military committee be in 
atrucied to enquire into the expediency of amend- 
jug the act passed at the last session of congress, 
approved April 14,1818, entitled San act regulating 
Abe ©taff of the army,” so as to do away the offices 
of surgeon general, and assistani surgeon general; 
and to have two surgeon generals, correspooding 
to the office.of assistant surgcon general, with their 
present pay, emolument and duty, who shall make 
their returns, through the adjutant and inspectcr 
gereral, to the secretary of war, as they now do 
through the surgeon general; and that they have 


2 2 - - ya = er: — 


_ Jeave to report by bill or otherwise, 


The house then again resolved itself into a com- 
mittee of the whole, Mr, Smith, of Md. in the chair, 
on the bill for the relief of the heirs of Caron de 
Beaumarchais. 

Mr. Pitkin spoke at length in qgpposition to the 
bill—the matter of the discussion, says the National 
Yntelligencer, “was of a strictly legai nature.” After 
Mr P. had concluded, the committee rose, and ask- 
ed and obtained leave to sit again. 

The house adjourned to Monday. 

Monday, Vou. 30.—Mr. Butler, fram the select 
cominittee appointed on that subdject, reported a 
bili fr the relief of major-general Joan Siark, [pro-. 
viding for placing bim on the pension list, with a 
pension of - doljars per monti:.] 

* On motion of Mv. Butler,the blank was filled with 
the word sixty, and, thus amended, the bill was 
ordered to be engrossed for a third reading, nem. 
¢on. | 





Rank of the United States. 

The house having agreed now to procceed to the 
consideration of the resolution moved by Mr. Spen- 
ger, of New-York, a few days ago: [see page 226.] 

Mr. M Lane, of Delaware, said he had no objec. 


“tion to the object of the proposed enquiry, though 


he had some objection to the fo m given to it. He 
thought it contemplated a wider scope of enquiry 
than was within the power of congress. He referred 
to the act incorporating the bank, and quoted so 


Suttons i the Dank, ne 
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srucit of it as reserved to congress the power to 

appoint a committee to examine its books, &c. for 

the purpose of ascertaining whether or not the bank 

has violated its charter. He drew a distinction bee 

tween this power, and that of appoiuting a com-. 
mittee to inspect the books and proceedings of the 

bank, for the purpose of reporting to this house,. 
and publishing to all the world, all its transactions, , 
of whatever nature. ‘The specification of the ob-. 
jects of enquiry was so little necessary to the main 
object of the resolution, that it would Jose none of. 
its effect by striking them all out. The enquiry 

jnio the amount of discounts to a particular class. 
of individuals, for example, he considered as ex- 

ceptionable. The right of lending money is vested. 
in the bank, at its discretion, to whomsoever it 

shall choose. If it has even exercised that power 

indiscreetly, it is immaterial to this house, wit!) re- 

ference to a violation of its charter, (the object of 
enquiry) to whom discounts have been made. If the 
house went as far as was proposed in this respect, 

it should go further. It should authorise a report 
to be made of the names of all those who have ap- 

plied. for discounts at the bank, and been refused; 
and also an enquiry into the character and solvency 
of all those persons, in order to make that branch 
of the enquiry effectal. ‘The necessary powers, in 

this respect, Mr. M‘Lane said, the committee of 
this house would have, under the charter, without 
a specification of the objects of enquiry: if the com- 
mittee had not, under the charter, the powers pro- 
posed to be given to it, the specification would not 
confer them. Since, then, the specification was 
unnecessary, and the resolution, divested of ii, 
would answer every object the gentleman had in 
view, Mr. M‘ Lane moved to amend the resolution 
by striking out all that part of it after the words, 
“wolated or not,” near the beyinning, to the word, 
“orgamizqtion,” near the end of it, inclusive, This 
would leave the enquiry as broad and comprehen- 

sive as the nature of the subject would permit, and 
would divest the resolve of its objectionable fea- 
tures. 

Mr. Spencer opposed the amendment moved by 
Mr. M‘Lane. As to the powers of the house, the 
language of the resolution was that of the charter 
respecting the power of enquiry reserved to con- 
gress, The gentleman seemed to suppose that a 
committee of congress, appointed for the purpose, 
might report whether the charter was violated or 
not, but were not at liberty to report the facts on 
which that opinion was founded. But, Mr. S. said, 
when a power was given, the means of carrying that 
power into execution are also given. If the power 
were given to enquire whether the charter of the 
bank had been violated or not, it irresistibly fol- 
lowed, that the power was also given to report the 
facts which had led to that conclusion. But the 
gentleman objected, that such a report would in- 
voive the exposure of private accounis, Mr. S. said 
he thought he had not examined the resolution 
with his usual attention; if he would read it again, 
he weuld find that no private account, whatever, 
was proposed to be examined, except the accounts 
of the stockholders, so far as ta the amount of dis- 
counts which they may have received, No enquiry 
Was proposed as ta the balance of private indivi- 
duals’ accounts; none as ta their deposites; none 
as to the amount of the debts which they may now 
owe to the bank—but the aggregate amount of dis- 
counts to the individual stockholders since the 
commencement of tle operations of the bank. ‘The 
resolution does not imply that the stockbLolders 
were not justly entitled ta the accommodation they 
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have received, nor does it question their solvency; 
but the particular enquiry objected to is essential, 
said Mr. S. to enable us to make up our minds 


also, to let the bank and the community know to. 
what objects the enquiry was pointed. He could 
see no harm from the specific designation of the 


whether the bank has acted correctly or not. The| objects of the enquiry; but, on the contrary, he. 


object of the resolution, Mr. S. went on to say, did 
not appear to be precisely understood, perhaps 
owing to his own neglect in not more carefully ex. 
plaining it. {ts object was two-fuld; to enquire, 
first, whether there had been a violation of the char- 
ter or not; and, secondly, whether improper dis- 
counts had not been made to*stockholders, &c. 
The mode of violation of the charter, being pointed 
out in that instrument, needed no more precise de- 
finition than that contained in the first clause of the 
resolve. Then followed, however, in the resolu- 
tion, other objects of enquiry, regarding the par- 
ticular instances of alleged misconduct, to which 
the attention of the public has been directed. To 
accomplish this object, another power had been 
given, to send for persons and papers. It did not 
follow, because the committee was to report on 
these particular instances, that the committee was 
to derive its information from the books of the bank 
alone. Yhere were other means at their disposal: 
they might examine papers not belonging to the 
bank, and persons having personal knowledge of 
its transactions. An objection bad been raised, as 
he had understecd, and to which, (though not yet 
urged in this house) he would advert, that this 
specification of particular points of enquiry appear 
ed to contain a censure upon the bank, or on the 
conduct of its officers. It was not so intended, Mr. 
S. said; nor did be think such an inference could 
be fairly drawn from the words of the resolve. It 
embraced some points of enquiry involving no mis- 
conduct in their result—that, for example, respect- 
ing the refusal of the bank to pay specie for the 
notes of its branches, &c. ‘There were few who 
would say that that measure was an evidence of 
misconduct ‘on the part of the bank, much less that 
it was a violation of its charter; because such a 
measure may have been necessary and unavoidable 
in the present state of the money concerns of the 
country. The resolution was not intended to con- 
vey charges against the bank, but to embrace all 
the topics respecting which the public mind had 
been agitated, and to obtain a report thereon from 
a respectable committee of this house. As to the 
facts which rendered such an enquiry necessary, it 
had been suggested that a mere general rumor was 
not a sufficient foundation for this house to act 
upon. Mr. S. said, he had meant to be understood 
as having introduced this resolution, not under the 
influence of a general rumor merely: but, as henow 
stated, he had individual information which left to 
him no doubt of the truth of most of the allega- 
tions which be had heard on this subject. With 
respect to the fact of the payment of the second 
instalment by discounts to the stockholders, the 
letter of M:. Lloyd, to a committee of this house, 
and now on iis files, established that fact; and from 
the circular letters of the cashiers of the bank and 
its branches, published for information in the pub- 
lic prints, he had evidence of the refusal to pay the 
notes of the bank or branches, except where issued. 
There seemed, therefore, to be sufficient informa- 
tion to authorise an enquiry—sufficient at least to 
induce a belief that there was something to excite 
the agitation which all knew to exist in the public 
mind. It had indeed sppeared to him to be due 
from him to the house, to state what charges he 


a 


had heard against the bank, and what were the ob-| gress to have prevented it. 


jects to which he was led to direct the enquiries 
of the cominittee. 


said, good might be anticipated, for the reasons 
already stated’ W:th these views, he could not 
assent to the modiffcation proposed, and should feel 
it to be his duty to vote against it. ! 
Mr. Lowndes; of South Carolina, commenced his 
remarks in faver of the proposed amendment, by 
saying that he should not vote for it from any ap- 
prehension of defect of power in the house to pro- 
secute the enquiry in the terms proposed. He had 
no doubt of the power of the house, if the public. 


to the specifications proposed to be stricken out, 
on the ground, that, if retained, the inference would 
follow, that certain allegations were therein em- 
braced; the truth of which being confirmed by en. 
airy, the censure of congress, if not the penalty 
ue to a violation of the charter, would follow’ of 
course. Ifa committee should be directed to en- 
quire whether the bank has violated its charter, 
and partieularly whether it has paid its instalments 
by discounts, &c. &c: the impression would be 
mace on the mind of every man that the commit- 
tee had nothing to do but ascertain these facts, to 
prove the charter of the bank to have been violated, 
It did not comport with jus‘ice, nor, Mr. Lowndes, 
thought, the dignity of the house—in a case, too, 
when the gentleman himself knew the principles 
involved to be susceptible of much argument and 
discussion for and against them—to force the pub. 
lic mind, as it were, to the conclusion that, certain 
fects being proved, the charter of the bank will. be. 
proved to have been violated. Therefore he was 
in favor of excluding the specifications. With re- 
gard to the objects of them, he had no odjection 
whatever to an enquiry on those and all others that 
might be suggested. The nation, said he, has a 
deep interest in the conduct and management of 
the bank; our duty to the people whom we repre- 
sent, the national interest as owners of a large por- 
tion of the stock, its iriterest in the revenues bein 
wholly payable in the notes uf that bank, will jus-. 
tify us in a constant and vigilant attention to its 
proceedings. If there had been a doubt whether 
the conduct of the bank had been proper or not, 
Mr. Lowndes said, the house was fully justified in 
investigating into the fasts, and enquiring whether 
abuses had been committed or not. Such an inves- 
tigation he considered at present not only interest- 
ing to the public, but necessary to the bank. 
Many imputations had ‘been thrown on the bank, 
the result of disappointed’ expectations, where the 
expectations themselves had been unreasonable,and 
it was the interest ofthe bank that a full eaquiry 
should take place. Recurring to the observation 
of the effect of the specifications in the reselution 
would have on the public mind, Mr. Lowndes said, 
whilst he would therefore exclude them at the 
same time voting for an enquiry in its broadest 
shape, he would remind gentiemen_ of some cir- 
,cumstances connected with the contents of the re- 
solve. The mover of it had himself referred to a re- 
port made by a committee of this house appointed. 
to enquire into the subject of the payment of the 
second instalment of the stock of the bank by dis- 
counis—a report made at a time when, if that 
course had been wrong, it was in the power of con- 
The fact of a general 
regulation having been adopted for discounting 





It had appeared to him proper, | notes for payment of the sécond instalment, was ac- 


interest required it, to direct a committee to make _ 
}such a report. He decidedly objected, however, 
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knowledged to the committee who yet reported to 
this house a recommendation that the committee be 
discharged from the further consideration of the 
subject. Mr, Lowndes said he would now enter 
joto an investigation of the conduct of the bank on 
that occasion; his impression at the time had been, 
‘that the arrangement was beneficial to the commu- 
nity, by facilitating and expediting the organiza- 
tion of the bank, &c. but that it was an imprudent 


one, on the part of the directors of that institution, | 


whose objdct it should be to adhere to the very line 
of their duty, as pointed out by the charter. The 
point, however, to which he desired to call the at- 
tention of the house, was, that when the corrective 
and remedy were in their hands if the act was 
wrong, a committee having been instructed to en- 
quire into it, and having reported the fact, the 
house had not theught proper to interfere at all in 
the business. 


ourselves of the new lights which experience has 
alforded us, to censure the bank for having done. 
that to which, at the time, we tacitly consented, A 
distinction, of course, must be drawn between the 
second and third instalments, in regard to the mode 
of payment: the payment of the latter by notes, 
discounted for that purpose, every body antici- 
pated. The bank was then in full operation, dis- 
counting all good paper offered to jt, and could not 
be expected to pass a law of exclusion in regard to 
its own stockholders, who had as fair a claim at least 
as others to accommodation: indeed, there never 
perhaps had gone a bank into operation in which the 
same thing had not occurred; it was therefore ex- 
pected of the bank of the United States in regard 
to the third instalme:t on its stock, and could rot 
be considered as forming a ground of complaint 
against it. Another specific object of the enquiry 
was, whether the bank or its branches had sold 
draughts and received a premium thereon. The 
gentleman from New York had stated, with great 
candor, as he understood him, that he did not con- 
sider it an imputation on the bank that it had re- 
fused to pay specie for its notes at any other branch 
than that from which they issued; and that he 
therefore did not mean to contend that the bank 
ought to have made its paper and that of its 
branches payable indifferently at the bank or at 
any and allits branches. Couneeted very closely 
with this subject, Mr. L. said, was the practice of 
selling drafts on distant banks for a premium. He 
knew, he said, that much of the disapprobation of 
the conduct of the bank proceeded from the disap- 
pointment of an expectation that it would emit and 
sustain a currency which should be of equal value 
throughout the union; and, it might be of some 
importance, as many members of the present con- 
gress were not members of the last, to advert to 
circumstances which proved that the expectation 
referred to was never entertained in this house at 
the time the bank was incorporated. The congress 
which preceded that by which the bank was. estab- 
lished, Mr. L.said, had under its consideration a 
bill for establishing a bank, one clause of which did 
provide that the bank and allits branches should 
be obliged to pay the notes of each other; by which 
means, if practicable, the paper of all would have 
been every where of an equal vaiue. That clause, 
however, was not inserted in the bill which actual- 
ly passed. If there were no other, this would be 
sufficient proof, from the records of the house, that 
it was not expected that a currency that should be 
every where of equal value would be established. 


| 


Under these circumstances, said he, : 
it would be harsh indced, at this late hour, availmg | 


a Te 


But, further—in the act incorporating the bank, 
there is a provision that, the bank shall charge 
nothing to the government for difference of ex- 
change. Was this not, Mr. Lowndes asked, posi- 
‘tive proof that it was expected that the bank 
would. charge in somecases the difference of 
exchange? Was it not proof, that it was the ex- 
pectation of the framers of the law, that the pre- 
sent state of things would result? He would not 
enter at all into the general question, whether 
it would or would not be possible for the bank of 
the United States to equalize without great loss, 
the exchange between different sections of the 
country, if by their charter they were bound to 
do so. If it were practicable, it would be even 
now their interest to do it; but Mr. C. said, he 
believed it would be wholly impraeticable. The 
question was not, however, whether it was pos- 
sible for the bank of the United States toeffect it, 
whether it would be beneficial to the country or to 
the institution, but whether the bank was bound to 
effect the object. The exclusion of the clause 
having this object, after it had been included in 
a like bill before congress, at the preceeding 
session, and, in addition, the express exception 
of the government from all charge for difference 
of exchange, shewed that it was not expected 
of the bank. If, however, he were to go into 
the discusssion of the practicability of establish- 
ing a circulating medium of equal value in every 
part of the country, it -vould appear- not only 
that in the reason of the thing it was not 
practicable, but experience also would shew that 
in a large empire it is visionary to look for it.— 
Even in England, as gentlemen well knew, when 
the bank, paid in specie, the value ofa bank note 
the different parts of the country was not the same. 
There was a setiled rate of exchange between Edin- 
burg and London, and between all the imporiant 
towns in Great Britain: and the bank of England, 
with every advantage, improved by an hundred 
years of experience, had never been able to accom- 
plish that object, The enquiry, however, was not 
whether the object was practicable or possible, 
but whether the bank was bound to effect it; and 
he had shewn thatit wasnot. Objections of a si- 
milar nature might be urged to most of the speci- 
fications in the resolve; but it was sufficient to say 
that, if necessary, the committee, under the ge- 
neral terms of enquiry, would feel themselves at 
liberty to enquire and report on any of the points 
in question; that, no additional power could be 
conferrred on the committee by descending to par- 
ticulars; and that, to retain the specification might 
produce an impression that the house had deter- 
mined certain facts, if proved, to be conclusive 
against the bank, whilst the house had, in fact, ex- 
pressed no opinion upon them. There was another 
objection, ofa different kind, to the terms of the 
resolve as it now stood: that it specified certain ob- 
jects, to which it in a manner thus limited the pro- 
posed enquiry, whilst, in his opinion, there were 
many facts not referred to, equally if not more im- 
portant to the bank, and to the public interests, 
than those which were. Without justifying or cen- 
suring the conduct of the banks, without express. 
ing, in a parenthesis, or by inuendo, an opinion un- 
favorable to it, Mr. L. said he thought it would 
be proper to institute a committee of enquiry, and 
leave them, on their own responsibility, to settle 
the principles on which they should proceed in it 
and to report accordingly. He was in fayor of leav- 
ing the committee wholly unfettered, except by 
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their own opinion or what was required by the pub-| 
lic good; and therefore hoped the amendment 
‘would be agreed to. | : 
Mr. Shrencer again arose. He took a different 
‘view ofhis own motion from that which had been 
taken by the gentleman who had preceded him. 
The first branch of it embraced a distinct sub- 
stantive object of enquiry, whether the bank has 
violated its charter: the resolution then recited 
other objects of enquiry, on whieh informstion was 
desirable, by which the house might be induced to 
‘exercise or refrain from exercising its discretion 
of requesting a removal of the directors on the 
part of the United States, &c. After denying that 
the enumeration of objects limited the range of 
enquiry to the committee, Mr. S. proceeded to 
notice the observation of Mr. Lowndes, that he 
(Mr. S.) had admitted that the bank was not cen- 
surable, perhaps, in the present state of the cur- 
rency, for not paying specie for the notes of its 
branches, &c. I might have proceeded, said Mr. 
S. and perhaps ought to have remarked, that it 
was aproper subject of enquiry, how far the state 
ofthe currency referred to has been produced by 
the bank itself. So far as he had understood, Mr. 
S. said, at the time the bank was chartered, loud 
complaints were made against the state banks, that 
they had issued a large amount of notes without a 
specie basis, which had of course ceased to circu- 
late out of their immediate vicinity, except at a 
great rate of depreciation. This instituuon was 
established to remedy the evil, and was founded 
on a basis of specie and of public debt, so solid 
that it was supposed it would never be distressed 
for the means of paying iis own notes, but wou! 
be always able to sustain the currency as well as 
the credit of the country. But, instead of cor- 
recting the evil, the bank had pursued the same 
course (as he understood it) as the state banks, 
and made things worse than they were. Instead of 
gold and silver, and public debt, it had received, 
in payment of its instalments, the credit of indivi- 
duals as the basis on which to issue i's notes and 
carry on its operations. How far, tuerefore, the 
present state of the currency was attributeble to 
this institution itself, Mr S. said, he was not pre- 
pared to answer, He wished for facts to enable 
him to decide. Whatever, Mr. S. further said, had 
been the expectation in congress at the time of 
passing the bank law respecting the establishment 
by it of an uniform national] currency, the fact was 
otherwise with the public; and it became proper 
for him to shew on what grounds the public ex. 
pectation rested. The first document on the sub 
ject \o which he referred was the message of pre- 
sident Madison to congress, of December Sih, 1815, 
in which the establishment of a bank was suggest- 
ed as the means of restoring the currency of the 
country from its disordered state; and, next, he re. 
ferred to the annual report of Mr. secretary Dal- 
las, about the same period, wherein he proposed 
the establishment of a national bank, as the means 
of establishing an uniform national currency. Wiih 
these inducements before them, congress bad pas- 
sed the law, and it was not withoutsreason the pub. 
lic expected, from what had been predicted of it 
out of congress, if noton this floor, that the bank 
would be the means of establishing an uniform na- 
tional currency. He had, however, been informed 
by many who were members of congress, that the 
only consideration which had induced them to vote 
for the bill for establishing the bank, was, that it 
Was expected to réstore an uniform national cur- 


sary to state, to justify that part of the enquiry 

which relates to the fact of the bank’s having refu- 

sed te redeem with specie the notes of its branch- 

es,&c. Because, if the fact were so, the commit- 

tee would enquire whether it was owing to causes 

not within the control of the bank, orto the mis- 

conduct of the latter. This enquiry, he said, was - 
properly embraced in the resolution, although it 

did not goto establish the fact of a violation of the 

charter of the bank. ‘There were remedies in the 

power of government to correct any misconduct 

short of a violation of its charter on the part of the 

bank: it was in the power of congress to request 
the removal of the directors; to direct the depo- 
sites of the government to be withdrawn from the 
sank,or to declare that the notes of the bank sliould 
no. longer be received in payment of duties. There 
was therefore abundant reason for.enquiry into any 

particular misconduct of the bank, though it should 
not amount to a violation of its charter. © 

Mr. Lowndes made a few other remarks in favor 
of the amendment; among which was this: that he 
could not conceive what greater power any commit- 
tee could desire over a Bank, than a carte blanche to 
examine into its whole proceedings. 

The question having been taken on the proposed 
amendinent, was decided in the affirmative, 85 ayes,. 
64 noes. 

Mr. Lowndes then, to make the inquiry as com- 
prehensive as possible, moved to insert, after the 
words “Bank of the United States,” the words ‘to 
report thereon;” the bearing of which the reader will 
see. 

Mr. Spencer suggested a different amendment, for 
directing the committee also to inquire into the in- 
stances of misconduct on the part of the Directors 
of the Bank, or of any of its Offices of Discount and 
Deposit. 

Mr. Lowndes said he preferred his own motion, 
since that of Mr. S. would convey an.imputation on 
the conduct of the Directors, when it was only the 
object of the house to inquire what that conduct 
had been. 

The amendment of Mr. Lowndes was adopted. 

Mr. Barbour, of Virginia, moved to strike out so 
much of the resolution as amended, as gives leave 
to the committee to meet in the city of Philadelphia; 
which, it appeared to him, it was not necessary to 
retain. With respect to an inspection of the books 
of the Bank, if the necessary books could not be 
brought here, he should suppose the House might 
safely rely on transcripts made by the officers of the 
Bank, under the inspection of the Directors gene- 
rally, of whom five were appointed by the United 
States. He would not say that he would refuse to 
agree to such a proposition, if he was convinced it 
was absolutely necessary; but, until he was, he 
thought it would comport better with the usual man- 
ner of proceeding in the Congress of the United 
States, to have a transcript from the,books brought 
here, rather than that the committee should travel to 
where the books are. 

Mr. Terry, of Cont. hoped that the motion would 
not be agreed to, as it would deieat the object of 
the resofution. In the first place, the books were 
notin the keeping of the Directors—ticy have a 
right to inspect the books, but they are in the keep- 
ing of the Cashier. The books, he said, could not 
be brought here, because they were wanted every 
day and every hour. As to making transcripts of 
the books, tlrat, he said, would indeed be an Her- 
culean task. It would be impossible to make the 
transcripts within a reasonable time. It would, be- 





rency.. Thus much, Mr. S. said, he thought neces- 


(sides, be imposing 2 hardship on the Bank of the 
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United States, to send its books here and keep them 
here the necessary time, so long almost wholly in- 


terrupting the business of the bank. He thought | Col 


the object of the resolve could not be attained so 
readily in any other way as by an inspection of the 
books; for which purpose, it appeared to him, ab- 
solutely necessary that the committee should go to 
Philadelphia. 

Mr. Spencer considered the part proposed to be 
stricken out as the essence of the resolution. It 
amounted, after all, only to a leave to the committee 
to go to Philadelphia if they should think it neces- 
sary. Since an inspection cf the books of the Bank 
was the object-of the resolve, the question which 
presented itself was, whether it was better to bring 
the books here or to go to the books. If they were 
brought hither, independent of the consequent sus- 
pension of the business of the Bank, the labour of 
the committee would be unusually increased by the 
confusion in which they must be brought, and the 
difficulty of afterwards arranging them. In regard 
to transcripts, the great labour ef making them out 
of the question, it seemed hardly fair to call on the 
gentlemen implicated for the evidence of their own 
condemnation. How far others would be satisfied, 
said Mr. S. I know not—but, for myself, | should 
not be satisfied with any transcript from the booksg 
not that I would impeach: the integrity of those who 
would have to make them, but that it will take so 
long as to defeat the inquiry altogether. It was 
due to the Bank as well as to the nation, that the 
inquiry should be so conducted, as that there should 
be ne pretence for any doubt of the entire correct- 
ness of the facts which the committee should report. 

Mr.‘ Lowndes said, if there was to be an inspec- 
tion of the books of the Bank at all, it could cnly 
take place where the books were. He wished for 
his part, that the investigation should be as close as 
possible, that no doubt should possibly be left on the 
subject upon the mind of any one. He had no ob- 
jection that the committee should go not only to 
Philadelphia, but that they should afterwards repair 
to the different places, in succession, where branch- 
es were established: He had no objection, there- 
fore, to give all necessary powers; but he wished 
to give no more power than was necessary, and 
should have preferred withholding the leave to go 
to Philadelphia until the committee, finding it ne- 
cessary, in the course of their investigation, should 
ask for it. ‘Ehis, he believed, had been the usual 
course in every case heretofore in which such pow- 
ers had been granted. He should, therefore, vote 
for the amendment, with the determination, if the 
eommittee should, in the progress of their inquiry, 
think it necessary to go to Philadeiphia, to vote for 

anting to them the necessary leave. 

Mr. Spencer demanded the Yeas and Nays on this 
motion. Unless the committee had adequate pow- 
ers to obtain the object in view, the resolution was 
mere waste paper. What means would they have 
here of detecting deception, if any were attempted? 
How could they tell, any better than they could 
now, whether the measures of the bank were cor- 
rect or not? It seemed from the very nature of the 
inquiry, that personal inspection was necessary; and 
it was the mode of inquiry which the charter itself 
seemed to have contemplated. 

On the question on Mr. Barbour’s motion to strike 
out the leave to repair to Philadelphia, the votes 
were, by Yeas and Nays, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbot. Allen, Vt. Barbour, Va. Bayley, Bryan, 
Butler, N. H. Clagett, Cobb, Crafts, Cushman, Darlington, Desha, 
Farle, Garnett, Hale, Lowndes, Middleton, Morton, Mumford. Jer, 
Nelson, H. Nelson, Newton, Owen, Pindall, Rice, Richards, Settle, 
Sherwood, Silsbee, J. S. Smith, Southard, Storrs, Strother, Whit- 
ynan.—34. 


——_ 
So 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, A Pa. Anderson, Ky. Austin, 
Baldwin, Ball, Bassett, Bateman, Beecher, Belli 7 4 
Bicunt, Boden, Boss, Burwell, Butler, Lou. Campbeil, Claiborne, 
ston, Comstock, Cook, Crawford, Cruger, Drake, Edwards, Elli- 
cott,/Ervin, S. C. Floyd, Gilbert, Hall, N.C. Harrison, Hendricks, 
Herrick, Hi Holmes, roe . Hostetter, Hubbard, Hunter, 
Huntingdon, rving, N. Y. Johnson, Va. Johnson, Ky. Jones, Kin. 
sey, Lawyer, Lincoln, Lynn, Little, M'Lane, Del. W. Maclay, Wow 
} P. Maclay, M‘Coy, Marchand, Mason, Mass. Mercer, Merrill, Robert 
Moore, Samuel Moore, Moseley, Murray, T. M. Nelson, New, Og: 
den, Ogle, Orr, Parrott, Patterson, Pegram, Pitkin, Pleasants, Poiu- 
dexter, Porter, Reed, Rhea, Rich, Rubertson, Ko Ruggles, 
Sampson, Savage, Sawyer, Schuyler, Seudder, Stybere Shaw, Sim- 
kins, Slocumb, Bal. Smith, Alex. Smyth, S , Spencer, Stewart, 
N. C. Tallmadge, Tarr, Tayloz, Terrill, ‘Verry, Tompkins, ‘Towne 
send, Trimble, Tucker, S, C. Tyler, Walker, N. C. Walker, Ken, 
Wallace, Wendover, Westerlo, Whiteside, Wilkin, Williams, Con, — 
Wiliams, N, Y. Williams, N. C. Wilson, Mass. Wilson, Penn.—115, 

So the motion was negatived, 

The question was taken on the resolution as 
amended, so as to read as follows: 

Resolved, That.a committee be appointed to in- 
spect the books and examine into the proceedings of 
the Bank of the United States, to report thereon, 
and to report. whether the provisions of its charter 
have been violated or not; that the said committee 
have leave to meet in the city of Philadelphia, and 
remain there as long as may be necessary; that they 
shall have power to send for persons and papers, and 
to employ the requisite clerks; the expense of which 
shall be audited and allowed by the Committee of 
Accounts, and paid out of the contingent fund of 
this House. 

The House then again resolved itself into acom- 
mittee of the whole on the report of the select com- 
mittee on the claims of the representatives of Caron 
de Beaumarchis. 

Mr. Baldwin, of Pennsylvania, rose in support of 
the claim; and, having spoken in defence of it for 
nearly an hour— 

The committee rose, reported progress, and ob- 
tained leave to sit again; and 

The House adjourned. 

Tuxsparx, Dec. 1.—Mr. Abbott, from Georgia, and 
Mr. Mason from Rhode Island, attended yesterday. 

The following gentlemen were announced to-day 
as the committee of inquiry into the conduct of the 
Bank of the United States; Messrs. Spencer, Lowndes, 
MM: Lane, Bryan and Taylor. 

Mr. Poindexter, from the committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands, reported a bill to prohibit the Choctaw 
tribe of Indians trom settling or hunting on the Jands 
of the United States west of the Mississippi; which 
was twice read and committed. 

Mr. Linn, of New-Jersey, offered the following 
resolution. 


‘Resolved, That the committee appointed on so 
much of the Message of the president of the United 
States as relates to the unlawful introduction of 
slaves into the United States,.be instructed to. in- 
quire into the expediency of passing a law prohibit- 
ing the migration or transportation of slaves or ser- 
vants of color from any state to any other part of the 
United States, in cases where, by the laws of such 
state, such transportation is prohibited; and that 
they have leave to report by bill or otherwise.” 

Mr. L2nn said, in introducing his resolution, that 
it related to a subject of much interest in his part of 
the country, and, as the resolution only proposed an 
inquiry, he hoped it would not be objected to. 

Mr. Poindexter, of Mississippi, objected to it. Any 
man, he said, hada right to remove his property 
from one state to another, and slaves as well as any 
other property, if not prohibited from doing so_ by 
the state laws. With those laws, whatever they 
were, the United States, he said, had no right to in- 
terfere. The idea was a perfectly novel one, that 
there should be a double set of penal statutes on 





| the same subject, one set by the etatce and one by 
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the United States; and that the military force of the 
United States should be employed to carry’ into, ef- 
-fect the penal statute of any state. “How were tlre 
United States to interfere onthissubject? What ju- 
dicial tribunal would-they resort to, to effect the ob- 
ject contemplated?» Any penal Statute’ they could 
pass on the subject, Mr. P. said, would be entirely 
nugatory, as it could not be carried into effect; and 
he was, therefore, opposed even to-an inquiry into 
the subject. eee z 

Mr. Colston, of Virginia, in addition to what had 
fallen from Mr. Poindexter, in opposition to the re- 
solution, suggested that it was perfectly within the 
power of the state sovereignties: to execute any law 
they might enact on this ‘subject, more effectually 
than they could do by the aid of the authority of the 
United States. 

The question on the passage of the resolve was 
then taken, and decided in the negative—ayes 60— 
noes 63. . . 

‘Lhe bill from the Senate for increasing the sala- 
ries of certain officers of the government, was twice 
read and committed. 

» The bill for granting a pension of sixty dollars per 
month to Major General John Stark, was read a third 
time. . “ 

On the question—Shall the bill pass? 

[A good deal of remark followed—very honoura- 
ble to, the hoary veteran, “the only surviving gene- 
ral officer of the revolution,” ninety years old; poor 
and helpless; foremost in the battles of his country, 
in two wars, and now dependent on the support of 
his children; “themselves in very moderate circum- 
stances,” &c. ] 

The question on the passage of the bill was finally 
decided in the affirmative without division: and it 
was sent to the Senate for concurrence. 

Beaumarchais’ claim occupied the remainder of 
the sitting. 


W eprespay, Decxmpen 2.—Mr. William Davidson, } 


a representative from the state of Werth Carolna, 
in the place of Daniel M. Forney, resignzd, appeared 
this day, was qualified xnd took his seat. 

Mr. Smith, of Mad. from the committee of Ways 
and Means, to whom was referred an inquiry into 
the expediency of repealing the duty on imported | 
salt, made a report adverse to the expediency of the 
abolition of the duty, which was committed to a com- 
mittee of the whole. 

Mr. Johnson, of Ky. from the committee on muilita- 
ry aftairs, reported a bill authorizing the establish- 
ment of a national armory on the western waters. 

The Speaker laid before the House a communica- 
tion from the Secretary of the Treasury, transmit- 
ting an estimate of the appropriations proposed for 
the service of the year 1819; which was referred to 
the committee of Ways and Means. 

BB. Harrison, of Qhio, offered the following reso- 
tion:— 


Resolved, That the committee on the public lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of con- 
finuing the act passed at the last session, entitled “An 
Act to suspend, for a limited time, the sale or forfei- 
ture of lands for failure in completing the payments 
thereon;” and also to inquire what further relief it 
may be proper to give to the persons who are indeb- 
ted to the United States for the purchase of lands 

In support of the mquiry, Mr. H. briefly referred 
to the difficulty which at present existed in Ohio, in 
making payments for land in the kind of money re- 
quired by the Treasury Department, which, from the 
suspension of specie payments by the banks of Ohio, 
Wasnew very hmited, the notes of al such banks be- 


ing’ refysed, and the consequent necessity of extend- 
ing the indulgence mentioned in his resolution.. The 


motion was.agreed to. 


+ Mr. Bryan, of North Carolina, asked and obtained 


permission of the House to be excused from serving’ 
on the, committee appointed to inquire into the con- 
duct of the Bank of the United States. Mr. B. sta- 
ted that, in asking this indulgence, he was not ac- 
tuated by a desire to shrink from the important duty 
assigned him, but that he was a stockholder of the 
institution, and, as such, conceived that delicacy for- 
bade his being one of those appointed to make the 
investigation ordered by the House—an investigation, 
upon the result of which the future character and 
prospects of the institution would mainly depend.* 

Various other business was. transacted of no pre- 
sent importance. Beaumarchais’ claim again occu- 
pied the time of a committee of the whole. Mr. 
Hopkinson opposed, and Mr. Ervin, of S. C. sup- 
ported the claim. 

Thursday’s proceedings. 

The ‘president communicated to the senate “a, 
full view of the operations of our troops employed 
in the Seminole war in Florida.” This will be pub- 
lished, of course. ? 

Alsoa message as follows:— 

Ts the senate of the United States. 

In compliance with a resolution of the senate of 
the 25th of last month, requesting to be furnished 
with such information as may be possessed by the 
execntive, touching the execution of so much of 
the first article of the late treaty of peace and ami- 
ty between his Britannic majesty and the United 
States, asrelates to the restitution of slaves, and 
which has not heretofore been communicated, I 
lay before the senate a report made by the secre- 
tary of state, on the Ist inst. in relation to that 
subject. JAMES MONROE, 

December 2, 1818. 


Department of State, 1st December, 1818. 

The secretary of state, to jyhom has been referred 
the resolution of the senate, on the 25th ultimo, 
requesting information not heretofore communi- 
cated, relating to the restitution of slaves, conform- 
ably to the first article of the late treaty of peace 
between the United States and Great Britain, has 
the honor of reporting to the president of the 
United States, that the difference of construction 
given by the two governments to that part of the 
first article of the treaty, and the claim of the 
citizens of the United States to indemnity for 


form one of tie subjects of negociation now pend- 


lag in England; which negociation having com- . 


menced towards the close of the month of August, 
no report of its progress has yet been received at 
this department, from the plenipotentiaries, to 
whom, on the part of the United States, it has 
been commitied. _ 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 

In the house of representatives nothing was 
transacted of present importance, except that Mr. 
Burweil was announced as having been appointed 
on the committee of investigation respecting the 
bank of the United States, vice Mr. Bryan, ex- 
cused. 

And after the disposal of some minor business, 


the house went into a committee of the whole on ~ 


Beaumarchais claim. 





*It would have been well if every gentleman, si- 
tuated like Mr. Bryan, had felt the like delicacy in 
voting upon the subject at all—Ep. Ree» 





slaves carried away contrary to its stipulations, . 
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left Hartford before my order reaches him, I call 
Goy. Rabun and Gen. Jackson. upon you, as governor of Georgia, to aid in car- 


CORRESPONDENCE BETWEEN GOVERNOR} rying into effect, my order for his arrest and con- 
RABUN AND GENERAL JACKSON, finement, which I trust will be afforded, and capt: 

Copy of a letter from governor Rabun to general Jacks Wright brought to condign punishment for this un- 
son, dated Executive Department, Ga, Milledgeville, paralleled murder. It is strange that this hero had 
21st March, 1818. not followedithe trail of the murderers of your citi- 





ee 








-Srr,—You have no doubt been apprised, that) zens, it would have led to Mickasucky, where we 
since your departure from Hartford with the Geor-: found the dleeding scalps of your citizens, but there 
gia militia, that the Indians have been hovering on’ might have been more danger in this, than attack- 
the frontier of Telfair county; that they have killed ing a village containing afew superannuated women 
‘a Mr. Bush, and wounded his son, and being pursu-: and men, and a few young women, without arms or 
ed by the citizens of that county have met them in protectors. This act will, to the last age, fix a stain 





‘ hostile array, when an engagement took place which . 


lasted nearly an hour, in which our little detach-' 


ment (consisting of only thirty four men) lost seve-; 
"ral killed and a number badly wounded. This ren-*" gon, in reply, dated Executive Department, Ga.. 
‘ countre has excited considerable alarm on that fron-| 
tier, and the inhabitants, in many instances, flying’ 


from their homes for the want of protection. 


upon the character of Georgia. 


Copy of a letter from governor Rabun to general Jack. - 


Milledgeville, 1st June, 1818. 
Sir,—I have Jately had the honor to receive 


| yours of the 7th of May, founded on a communica- 


The object of this communication is to request! tion from general Glascock, relative to the attack 


you will be so good, as to station some troops near ' 
the Big-bend of the Oakmulgee, and at or near the | 


- most assailable points below that place. If it is not’ 


convenient for you to furnish the necessary force, ; 
you will please give instructions for supplying such , 
detachments as may in that event be ordered into” 
the service under the authority of the state, with, 
rations, &c. ) hope you will write me on this sub- 
ject without delay, as great alarm has been produ- 
ced by the hostile attitude which the enemy has 
assumed. 


Copy of a letter from general Jackson to governor Ra- 
bun, dated on march towards Pensacola, 7 niles ad- 
wance of Fort Gadsden, May 7, 1818. 

S1n,—I have this moment received by express, the 
letter of general Glascock, (a copy of which is en- 
closed) detailing the base, cowardly and inhuman | 
attack, on the old women and men of the Chehaw 
village, whilst the warriors of that village were 
with me fighting the hattles of our country against 
the commen enemy, and at a time too, when un- 
doubted testimony had been obtained, and was in 
my possession, and also in the possession of general 
Glascock, of their innocence of the charge of kil- 
ing Leigh and the other Georgian at Cedar creek, 

That a governor of a state should assume the right 
to make war against an Indian tribe, in perfect peace 
with, and under the protection of the United States, 
is assuming a responsibility, that I trust, you will} 
be able to excuse to the government of the United 
Statés, to which you will have to answer, and 
through which I had so recently passed, promising 
the aged that remained at home my protection, and 
taking the warriors with me in the campaign, Is a8 
unaccountable as strange.—But it is still more 
strange that there could exist, within the United 
States, a cowardiy monster in human shape, that 
could violate the sanctity of a flag, when borne by 
any person, but more particularly when in the hands 
of a superannuated Indian chief, worn down with 
age. Such base cowardice and murderous conduct, 
as this transaction affords, has not its parallel in his- 
tory, and shali meet with its merited piinishment. 

You, sir, as governor of a state, within my milita- 
rv division, have no right to give a military order 
whilst I am in the field; and this being an open and 
violent infringement of the treaty with the Creek 
Indians, capt. Wright must be prosecuted and pu- 
nished for this outrageous murder, and | have 
ordered himto be arrested and confined in irons, 
until the pleasure of the president of the United 





States is known upon the subject. If he has 


recently made on the Chehaw village. Had you, 
sir, or gen. Glascock been in possession of the facts 
that produced the affair, it is to be presumed at 
least, that you would not have indulged in a strain 
so indecorous and unbecoming.—I had on the 2\st, 
of March last, stated the situation of our bleeding 
frontier to you, and requested you, in respectfut 
terms, to detach a part of your overwhelming force 
for our protection, or, that you avould furnish sup- 
plies and I would order out more troops, to which 
you have never yet deigned to reply. You state in. 
avery haughty tone, that “Jas governor of a state 
within your military division have no right to give a 
military order whilst you arein the field.’ Wretched 
and contemptible indeed, must be our situation if 
this be the fact; when the liberties of the people of 
Georgia shall have been prostrated at the feet of a 
military despotism, then, and not till then, will your 
imperious doctrine be tamely submitted to. 

You may rest assured that if the savages continue 
their depredations on our unprotected frontier, 2 
shall think and act for myself in that respect. You 
demand, that “capt. Wright be delivered in irons to ma- 
jor Davis, your agent.” If you, sir, are unacquainted 
with the fact, I beg leave to inform you, that capt._ 
Wright was not under your command, for he has 
been appointed an officer in the Chatham county 
militia, which had been drafted for the special pur- 
pose of assisting gen. Gaines in reducing Amelia 
Island. ‘That object having been accomplished be- 
fore our militia had taken the ficld, gen. Gaines as 
soon as their organization was completed, assumed. 
the right of ordering them to the frontier without 
even consulting the state authority on the subject, 
capt. Wright at that time being ina state of debili- 
ty, failed to march, and of course was not mustered 
into the service of the United States—he, how- 
ever, followed on to Hartford, where finding him- 
self not likely to be received into the service of the 
United States, tendered his services to command 
the contemplated expedition, which were accord- 
ingly accepted; having violated his orders by de- 
stroying the Chehaw village, instead of Hoponnis 
and Philemmis towns (against which the expedition 
was directed) [had previous to receiving your de- 
mand, ordered him to be arrested; but before he 
was apprehended. agreeably to my orders, he was 
taken by your agent, and afterwards liberated by 
the civil authority.—I have since had him arrested 
and confined; and shall communicate the whole 
transaction tothe president of the United States, 
for his decision, together with a copy of your let- 
ter, 
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Copy of a letter from gen, Jackson to gov. Rabun, 


settlers, and those who had not understanding enough to- 


dated Head-quarters, Division South, Nashville, | penetrate into the design of your operations.” Indeed, 


Tenn. August 1, 1818. 

Srr,—Your letter of the 1st of June was not re- 
teived until this day; though a gasconading notice 
‘of such a communication having been written ap- 
peared long since in the Georgia journals. I am 
not disposed to enter into any controversy with you 
relative to our respective duties; but would tecom- 
mend an examination of the laws of our country be- 
fore you hazard an opinion onhe subject. “The 
liberty of the people prostrated at the feet vf mili- 
' ‘tary despotism,” are cant expressions for political 
purposes—the better part of the community know 
too well that they have nothing toapprehend from 
that quarter. The military have rights secured to 
them by the laws of our country as well as the civil, 
and in my respect for those of the latter I will never 
permit those of the former to be outraged with im- 
‘punity. 

Your letter ofthe 21st of March, on which you 
and the journalists dwell with so much force, you 
‘must have been aware could not have reached me 
in time to produce the object required.—“The si- 
tuation of our bleeding frontier” at that period was 
magnified by the apprehensions of a few frontier 


settlers, and those who had not understanding e-| 


nough to penetrate into the designs of my opera- 

tions. You have forgot that col. Hayne, with 3 or 

400 Tennesseeans made a movement for the securi- 

ty of the pretended assailed point of Georgia, and 

did not pursue me until satisfied of the perfect se- 

curity of that froutier. 

Whilst you are so tenacious of your own execu- 
tive powers, it may be necessary to explain upon 
what authority captain Wright received instructions 
to call for a reinforcement from Fort Early, garri- 
soned by militia who you will not deny were at that 
fime in the service of the United States and under 
my command, 

Copy of aletter from governor Rabun to general Jack- 
sonin reply, dated Executive Department, Ga. Mil. 
ledgeville, 1st September, 1818. 

_ Sir,—tI have lately had the honor to receive your 
letter of the Ist ult. Isupposed that our corres- 


pondence on this subject had finally terminated; but | 


a renewal on your part has induced me to make this 
short reply. 

I find that the same angry disposition which (no 
doubt) dictated your letter of the 7th of May last, is 
still rankling in your breast. 

It is very certain that i have never intentionally 
assailed your feelings, or wantonly provoked your 
frowns; and I flatter myself it is equally certain that 
IT shall never find it necesaary to court your smiles, 
‘You are not disposed to enter into a controversy with 
me relative to our respective dities; bit recommend an 
examination of the laws of our country before I again 
hazard an opinion on the subject.” Your advice is 
good and should be attended to (at least) by all pub- 

officers. Lhope you will now permit me in turn 
to recommend to you, that before you undertake to 
prosecute another campaign, you examine the or- 
ders of your superiors with more attention than usu- 
al. You assert that «the better part of the commu- 
nnity know too we! that they have nothing to appre- 
hend froma military despotism,” and in proof of 
this assertion, it might have been well for you to 
have called my attention to your late proceedings at 
St, Marks and Pensacola as affording conclusive evi- 
dence on that point. 

The situation of our bleeding frontier, you say, 


sir, we had expected that your presence at the head 
of an overwhelming force, would have afforded 
complete protection to our bleeding and distressed 
citizens, bordering on an extensive and unprotected 
frontier; but our prospects were only delusive; for 
it would seem that the Iaurels expected in Florida 
was the object that accelerated you more than the 
protection of the “ignorant” Georgians. 

If «col. Hayne and his 3 or 400 Tennesseeans 
made a’ movement for the security of the pretended 
assailed point of Georgia,” it certainly was a very 
unsuccessful one. © | 

When you shall have explained to me by what 
authority you sent major Davis into this state with 
orders to apprehend capt. Wright, (who was not 
under your command) and place him in irons, &c._ 
thenI shall deem it my. duty to explain to you the 
motives which induced me to call fora reinforce- 
ment from Fort Early. 











Weights and Measures. 

TO THE EDITOR OF THE WEEKLY REGISTER. 
Sir—I take the liberty of enclosing for publics-: 
tion, a report on measures and weights which five 
and twenty years ago was made in the senate ef 
the United States; experience and observation, 
since, have confirmed the opinion, that multiplies” 
and divisions in a decimal ratio, of an unit, known 
and familiar to us at present as well as in past 
transactions, are preferable to the compound me- 
thod of account, orto an entire change*of the quan- 
tity of the unit. 

The publication of the document may probably 
draw the attention of Congress to the subject, as 
proposed by the constitution—the inconvenience 
of the present system, or rather want of system, I> 
very sensibly felt—there is nearly a quart difference 
in the bushel of our great trading cities of New- 
York and Philadelphia. ; 

I am, Sir, very respectfully. 

In Senate, zanvuary 29, 1793—The Committee to 
whom was referred the Motions before the Se- 
nate relative to the Measures and Wericars of the 
United States—Keporr, 

Ist. That the standard for the measures and 
weights of the United States be an uniform cylip- 
drical rod of iron, of such length as in the latitude 
of forty-five degrees in the level of the ocean, and 
in an apartnent of uniform temperature, shall per- 
form its vibrations in one second of mean time; that 
the diameter of such rod shall not be more than 
the hundred and twentieth part of its length, nor 
the arc of its vibrations more than four degrees, 
and that the said standard red shall be divided into 
four hundred and eighty-nine equal parts. 

2d. That the unit of measures of length shall be 
a foot, wich shail be equal in length to onc 
hundred parts of the aforesaid stanclard rod. 

That sixty-six feet shall be a chain, and eighty 
chains a mile. 

3d. That measures of surface be made by squares 
of the measures of length; but in the case of land 
the unit shall be an acre, which shail contain forty- 
thee thousand five hundred and sixty square feet. 


shall be a bushel, which shall contain one cubit 
foot and a quarter of a cubit foot. 
5th. That the unit of weights shall be a pound, 





“was mazuified by the apprehensions ofa few frontivr 


which shail be equal in weight to sixteen thousant 





Ath, That the unit of the measures of capacity 
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By the acts of the last session of congress, the in. 
ternal duties, esttmateet-at $2,500,000 per annum, 
were repealed, whilst the expenditure was aug- 
mented to nearly’ $25,000,000; and that of the en- 
suing year is estimated at not less than $24,515- 
21S 76. : 

The apparent deficit produced by these acts, 
and by the application of more than $2,500,000 to 
the payment of the interest and redemption of the 
principal of the public debt, beyond the annual ap- 


| 


propristion of $10,000,000 for that object, has! 


been supplied by the receipts into the treasury on 
account of the arrearage of the direct tax and in- 
ternal duties, and by the balance of more than 
$5,099,000, which was in the treasury on the first 


3 . ——— 
metals to the East Indies during the present year 

have produced a pressure upon them, which has 
rendered it necessary to contract their discounts, 
for the purpose of withdrawing from circulation a 
large proportion of their notes. This operation, 
So oppressive to their debtors, but indispensibly 
necessary to the existence of specie payments, 
must be continued, until gold and silver shall form 
a just proportion of the circulating currency. In 
passing through this ordeal, punctuality in the dis- 
charge of debts, both to individuals and to the go- 
vernment, will be considerably impaired, and well 
founded apprehensions are entertained, that, until 
it is passed, payments, in some of the land dis 

tricts will be greatly diminished. 





day of January, 1818. - 

These temporary sources of supply being nearly 
exhausted, the expendiiure of the year 1819, musi 
principally depend npon the receipts into the trea- 
sury from the permanent revenue during that year. 
As was anticipated in the last annual report, the re. 
action produced by the excessive importations of 
foreiza merchandize, during tlie years 1815 and 
1516, acq'tired its greatest force in the year 1817. 

It is presumed, that the revenue which shiall ac- 
crue during the present year from imports and 
tonnage, nay be considered as tho average amount 
which will be annually received from that source 
of the revenue. 

It is ascertained that the bonds taken for secur- 
ing duties, which were outstanding on the 30th day 
of September last, exceeded $23,000,000; and the 
receipts into the treasury, from that source of re. 


Venue, during the year 1819, is estimated at 


e dolls. 21,000,000 
Public lands 


1,590,000 
Direct tax and internal duties 750,900 
Bank dividends, at 6 per cent. 420,000 


First payment of bonus, due by the bank of the Unit- 
ed States 


Postage and ineidenta! receipts 


500.0€9 
§0,c00 





Amounting together to dolls. 24,220,000 
Which, added to the balance in the treasvry on the 


Istday of Jauuary, 1819, estimated at 2,112,408 54 





Makes the aggregate amount of 
‘Lhe probable authorised demands on the treasu- 
ry, durizg the year 1819, are estimated to amount 


pia dolls. 24,515,219 76 
viz. 
Civil, diplomatic and miscellaneous expen- 
ses 


1,619,836 31 
Military department, including the Indian 

departivent, permanent Indian annuities, 

military and revolutionary pensions, and 

arming the inilitia 8,666,252 85 
Navy department, including 1,000.000 dol- 

lars forthe graduad increase of the navy 3,802,486 60 
Public buildings, and for discharging the de- 

mands of the eentractors fur making the 

Cumberland road 326,644 
Peblic debt 10,000,000 
For building eustem houses and public ware- 


heuses at New Orleans and other ports 100,000 





Which, being deducted from the amount estimated 

tv be received into the treasury, including the ba- 

lance on the Ist day of January; 1819, leaves a ba- 

ance in the treasury, om the Ist day of January, 

1820, of dolla 1,717,188 83 

In presenting this estimate of recéipis for the 
year 1819, it is necessary to premise, that the sum 
tv be received from the customs is less than what, 
from the amount of the outstanding bonds, would, 
under ordinary circumstances, be received. The 
amount of the sale« of public Jands during the last 
vear, and the sum due at this time by the purcha-| 
sers, would justify a much higher estimate of the 
receipts from that important branch Of revenue, if 
the most serious difficulty, in making payments, 
was. not known to exist. The excessive issues of 


the banks, during the suspension of specie pay- 
ments, aid the great exportation of the precious! 





j 


dolls. 26,232,408 59 


The extent to which the payments into the trea- 
sury, during the year 1849, will be affected by the 
‘general pressure upon the community, which has 
been described, and which is the inevitable conse - 
jqvence of the over-trading of the banks, and the 
\exportation of specie to the Bast ladies, aggravat- 
jed by the temporary failure of the ordinary supply 
\of the precious metals from the Spanish American 

mines, cannot at this time be correctly appreciated. 

Should it exceed what has been contemplated in 
this report, the appropriations must be diminished, 
the revenue enlarged by new impositions, or tem- 
porary loans authorised to meet the deficiency. As 
the expenditure of the year 1820 will be greatly 
‘reduced by the irredeemable quality of the public 
idebt, after the redemption of the remaining moiety 
lof the Louisiana stock, which may be eifected on 
the 2ist day of October, 1819, a resort to tempo- 
rary loans, o> to the issue of treasury notes, to the 
amount of the deficiency, should any occur, is be- 
lieved to be preferable to the imposition of new 
taxes, which would not be required after that 
year. 

All which is respectfully submitted. 

. WM. H. CRAWFORD. 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 

November 21s:, 1818. 














Foreign Articles. 
EUROPEAN POPULATION. 

A London paper says—It is generally supposed 
that the population of this country has been in- 
creasing more rapidly during the last cen‘ury, than 
that of the other countries of Europe. We believe, 
that with the exception of Spain, almost all the 
other states of Europe have increased at an equal, 
and some such as Russia, at a much greater rate. 
Mr. Ricx™may, in the prefaee to the last population 
returns, states the population of England and 
Wales, in 1700, at 5,475,000, and in 1811, it was 
19,488,000. In Sweden Proper, one of the poorest 
countries of Europe, the population in 1716, was 
907,969. In 1816, Sweden Proper, had 2,464,94% 
inhabitants. At the former period too, Sweden 
had only 17 iron works, one alium work, one glass- 
house, one paper mill, and eight manufacturing es- 
tablishments. At the latter it had 560 iron works 
and mines, and 901 manufacturing estabiisiiments. 
We do not certainly exaggerate, when we say, that 
the population of Europe, notwithstanding all its 
wars, &c. has. at least doubled during the last 190 
years. 

ENGLAND. 
A man has walked 74 miles a day for six succes- 
sive days—but nearly killed himseif by the uscttess 
exertion. : 
The amiable prince Leopold, to whom the people 
gf England pay /.59,000 sterling, or 222,000 dolkuys, 
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a year, for the hoor he did thew in marrying the 
late princess Charlotte, lately brought an action 
of trespass against a gentleman for shooting on 
grounds rented by him—and reccived one shilling 
damages. This ill-bred Dutchman is very unpopu- 
lar with the people. 

Mr. U’Meara, the surgeon who attended Bona- 
paris at St. Helena, is said to have had several very 

ong interviews with ministerse 


Liverpool corn exchange, Sept. 29. —Since our last 
‘the import of grain has been very trifling. _Ameri- 
can flour is one Is. per bb}. cheaper—price 43 to 
47s. American wieat 11s. a 11s. 6d. 
FRANCE, 

The vintage is said to be very abundant. 

It is asserted in a private letter from Puris, that 
the marriage of marshal Macdonald,with the widow 
of gen. Moreau, was certain. 

















It is said that the cotton spinners at Manchester} An ordinance of the king has been issued for 
have returned to their labor; but that the weavers (calling fiom the classes—the polite ‘“lezitimate’’ 
ree deatee UALLIAS’ SGAi GOT ld hve DiploneddRpeetbla French eaesorig ee caemicnranncad too 

is state reavers who are employed {horrible French conscription”—a new army of for 
cannot earn more than eight or ten shillings per|thousand mer. Each denartinane is to furnish vf 
week, at Manchester—and, as provisions are very |number according to its population—1 to every 725 
Sinit uring’ "tle Winter 0 tesch Unete ayy in Gelkbp Shiver 48 be alin ohetaeen telcos meas ieoe 
2 during inter to tea xem how to ) able to carry arms, one man 
half-starved without grumbling. What a state of out of igs Es persons so cna, ' 
things! | To the ordinance is affixed a table of the present 

At the late assizes fur Warwickshire, sixty-two | population of France, us follows: : 
persons were sentenced to death, five of whom were | Ain, $22,077, Lot-et-Garonne, 326,127 
afterwards ordered for execution, Fifty-two were | Aisne, 442 .939|Lozere, 143,247 
sentenced to various terms of transportation, and |} Allier, 260,266|Maine-et-Loire, 404,489 
fifty-six to other punishments. Of 229 priseners, | Alpes, (Basses) 146,994)Manche, 581.429 
of which the calendar consisted, nearly one halfhad | Alpes, (Hautes) 124,763] Marne, 311,017 
Rot attained the age of twenty-years. [on. Mag, | Ardeche, 290,833) Marne (Haute) 237.785 

An iron sloop was late launched from the works | Ardennes, 251,589) Mayenne, (932,253 
of Mr. Joseph Shaw, at Hunslet, which, a few days | Atrieges 222,827 Weurthe, 365.316 
ago brought up to Leeds 32 tons of coals from Aube, 238,819 Meuse, 284,703 
Thorp-Hall colliery. This vessel, which measures Aude, 240,993\Morbihan, 403,423 
56 feet in length, by 9 feet 6 inches in breadth, | AVEY'O", 351,373) Moselle, - 349.697 
draws only 3 teet 4 inches of water, and would if Bouches du-Rhone, ie Nievre, 232,263 
enlarged to the same size, curry fifteen tons more 293,235 Nord, 837,386 
than a common sloop built of wood. Calvados, 505,42Oise, 383,507 

W RE EP ENS I Cantal, 251,436/Orne, 425.920 
vy a 5 Fagor get hea Soe yo ester papers | Charente, 326,855|Pas-de-Calais, 570,338 
state that the majority of persons who had turned | Charente-Inferi- Puy-de Dome, 512,834 
out for w-ges, had returned to theiremployments,! gure 398,892) Py es (Basses) 
a part of the extra wages which they demanded Cher . 998 158 iii 383.502 
having been paid, and a further advance promised | Correze, 254,271 Pyrenees (Hautes) rn 
as the demand for particular articles of manufac- | Corse 174.702 198.763 
tures increased According to the prices at pre- \c ste dOr, 355,436 Pyrenees Orien- ip 
sent paid, the fine spinners, on large mules say, 300 | Gotes.du-Nord, 519,620] ‘tal 126.696 
spindies each, can earn from 30 to 35 shillings per | Creuse 4 296,294 RI ¥ - i 439.975 
week—on mules of 180 or 200 spindles, from 22 to! nordoo 494.113{Rhi, (Hes) ery 
Wi Ses . mt gne, sl LS|Rbin (Haut) 336,940 
24 shillings. An advance of four shillings on the | poubs 240,550! R} 840.980 
pound has been paid the weavers, though the papers | ‘ 2" 249 ipl “enn 194 
menti rw Drome, | 253,372|Saene (Haute) 300,135 
ention that even the full advance demanded, 7S. | pure 421,461\s t.Loire. 471.457 
would not enable one weaver in twenty io earn, 12s. Pr peitag Loir 265 996 eRe Ce aiene? er 
r oon Per -et- ° : Sarthe 410.580 
per week. The fustian weavers had obtained their | poi ctere 452,895|Sei : 657.170 
advance—they now reccive 2s. 6.1. per lb. tor what lGard ? 329 844 gi Mame 304.068 
wey recently received but 1s. The dyers have had Le a sata (Haute) 367.551 ap : 430 972 

1eir wages increased 2s. per week; and they now | Garg 286,497|Seine tafeclaure 642.948 

receive from 12 to 15s. per week. | Gironde, 514 462 myer (Deux) ; 254, 105 

Cotton. “The total import into Great Britain, of Hierault, 299,999'Somme, 495,058 
cotton, this year, compared with that of last year, |Ilie-et Vilaine, 508,344/Tarn, 295,885 
during the same months, is ss follows: | Indre, 204,721/Tapn-et-Garonne, 230,514 
From the 1st Jan. to the 3\st Aug. 1817. |Indre-et Loire, 275,071!{|Var, 283,296 
From the United States, 167,103 bags. |Lsere, 471,660\Vacluse, 905 832 
Brazil and Portugal, 51,625 ijura, 292,883) V endee, 268,746 
Kast Indies, 72 892 Lundes, 240,146) Vienne, 253,048 
West Indies, &c. 31,266 Loire-et-Cher, 213,482/Vienne (Haute) 243,195 
—— Loire, 315,858! Vosges, $34,169 
ee act eae eg bags. Lone Hate) aaaes Yonne, 326,324 
' he [st Jan. to the Slet Aug. oire-Infericure ,82 — 
From the United States, 176 563 bags. |Loiret, ' 985,395 28,968,043 
Brazil and Portugal, 112.783 Lot, 263,149} 

Fast Indies, 135,332 AIX LA CHAPELLA. 
West Indies, 23,277 It is stated that on the 3d of October, the alle 
sovereigns at Aix la Chapella agreed upen the ev.- 
452,955 |cuation of France, to take place in the course of 


M:king an increase this year of about 130,000 
bags, and there is an jncrease of stock in the king- 
dom in nearly an equal proportion,” 











that month. Mr. Baring was consu!ted as to the 
payment of the contributions, &c. the purtions ali: 
ited are as foRows: to Russia 48 millions, Eagland 
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48; Av-‘ria about 40; the Netherlands 22; and Ba- 
varia 10 mitlions—the whole to be paid in nine 
months, 

It was believed that the allied princes had total. 
ly refused to interfere between Spain and her ‘co- 
lonies. It was supposed they would break up the 
congress after a session of about 15 days—but 
their ministers will remsin to discuss minor points. 

RAPOLEON BONAPARTE, 

Fresh alarms. ‘The London Courier says, that ex- 
perienced nautical men, who have had an oppor- 
tunity of inspecting the sterm vessel of lord Coch- 
rane, have been struck with its remarkable adapta- 
tion for navigating upon such a coast as the wind- 
ward island of St. Helena; and observes, as a naval 
officer, lord Cochrane never showed himself defi- 
cient in enterprize, and to his natural ardor is naw 
addedthe excitement of desperate fortunes. His 
character has been much mistaken, or there are 
few things that would gratify him more than to be- 
come the jiberator of Napoleon. Ifhe succeeded, 
his fate would be turned with that of Bonaparte, if 
he failed he might still become an insurgent admi- 
ral. Butit is said he has gone to Chili; it will not 
be much out of his way to call at St. Helena. The 
Gourier also mentions the recent union of the Bo 
Napariists in the province of Texas on the Trinity ri- 
ver, who may probably supply the resources long 
since contemplated. 

It is rumored that the pope has requested leave 
to send a priest tocomfort Napoleon in his con- 
finement, supp:sed to be at the instigation of his 
family resident at Rome. 

it is said that the ex empress Maria Louisa has 
prevailed on her father the emperor of Austria, 
to support the proposals which are to be made at 
the congress, to remove Napoleon toa climate 
more congenixl to his health. 

Amung a series of papers respecting the medical 
attenctance of the exile of St Helena, we find the 
foilowing letter, apparently of an authentic charac. 
ter, the language of which shews that a proud spi- 
rit yet animates the enfeebled frame of ihe prisoner: 

Lonewoop, april, 18, 1818. 

Alonsieur le Gouverneur: Doctor O*Meara made 
known to me yesterday, that, in consequence of an 
order emanating from you, he was obliged to quit 
this island. 0+; this occasion I have the honor to 
request you to consider that M.O’Meara was given 
us by your government of our demand,and by way of 
substitute fora French physician; that the emperor 
has been for seven months affected with a chronical 
disease in the liver, a disease mortal in this country, 
and occasioned by the want of exercise, which he 
has been unable to take for two years, from the man- 
ner in which you have abused, and still abuse your 
powers; that things are come to that pzss that the 
patient requires attendance every day-that for two 
years you have been wishing to dismiss M.O’Meara 
to substitute M Baxter in his place; that notwith- 
standing yonr reiterated applications, the emperor 

has constantly refused to receive the physician, for 
whom he has an invincible repugnance.—Consider 
that if you take from him M.O’Meara, without sup. 
plying his place by a French or Italian physician 
already known, you oblige this prince to die desti- 
tute of all assistance. He is determined on this 
point. His agony will be the more painful; but the 


oppabrium which such ferocious conduct stamps 
on tie cheracter of your nation will be eternal. 

I am instructed—I1st. To declare that Doctor O° 
Meara, is the only physician on this rock in whom 


===, 
against his dismissal, with whatever pretext it may 
be attempted to be colored, unless it be the con- 
sequence ofa legal decision. 

I have the honor to be, Monsieur le Gouverneur, 
your very humble and very obedient servan'. 


(Signed) COUNT BERTRAND... | 
To Gov. Lieut. Col. Sir Hudson Lowe. 
SPAIN. 


Spain has issued, at various times, one hundred 
theusand, five hundred millions of [reals] royal 
vales—a sort of exchequer bills—which were pro- 
mised to be redeemed, but are not; which bore 
an interest, that has not been paid. A third part 
of these have been funded at 4 per cent. interest— 
the other two-thirds are indefinitely postponed. 

Great efforts are making to send troops and mu- 
nitions of war to America. It is said that 2500 ine 
fantry and 300 picked artillery will immediately 
sail from Cadiz to Havanna! 7 
A serious disturbance lately broke out among 
the Spanish troops at Corunna, in consequence of 
receiving no pay for more thana year. A forced 
loan was made on the inhabitants, and the soldiers 
having received part of their pay, returned to their 
duty. 

A letter from Gibraltar says—“A discovery has 
recently been made of a deposite in the bank of 
England, by the king of Spain, of 374 millicns of 
dollars, which has given rise to a variety of sugges- 
tions. 

“Three Russian frigates arrived last week at 
Cadiz, as a present from the emperor to his catho- 
lic m»jesty, perhaps by way of making amends for 
the rotten ships the former sold the latter last win- 
ter. We have yet to learn, however, whether the 
present be rotten or sound, and upon what terms 
the officers and crews are to get home. If as the 
others did, it will turn out an Irish present indeed!” 
The Russian ambassador seems quite out of favor 
at Madrid. sek ta 
Oficial article—royal decrees.—“Having judged 
it expedient to remove’don Joseph Garcia Leon y 
Pizarro from his office of my secretary of state, I 
appoint as his successor, par interim, the marquis de 
Caz« Irujo, my honorary counsellor of state. By 
these presents it is made known, in order to be 
communicated to all whom may concern. 

“Signed by the king’s hand, at the palace, the 

**14th of September, 1818. 

“Fo don Francois Egnia.” : 
“J have removed don Joseph Vasquez Figueron 
from his office of secretary of state and the marine, 
and by virtue hereof, appoint it to be filled by lieut. 
gen. don Balthaser Hidalgo de Cisneros, capt. gen. 
of the department of Cadiz. Until his arrival at the 
capital, this department is under your charge. 
“Signed by the king’s hand, at the palace, the 
“14h of September, 1818.” 
“To don Francois Egnia.” 
‘oe ctibiuetton of the bad state of the health 
of don Martin de Garay, and that he may be enabled 
to recover it, I have removed him from his office 
of secretary of state, and of the finances of Spain and 
the Indies. I appoint, as his successor, par interim, 
don Joseph Jmaz, my counsellor of finances, and 
first director-general of the rentes. Hy these pre- 
sents itis made known to you. 
“Signed by the king’s hand, at the palace, the 

‘14th of September, 1818. 

“To don Francois Egnia.” 

‘The new grand inquisitor, who has recently been 
appointed, is the bishop of Tarrazona, M. Castillon. 
This change in the ministry has astonished every 





the patient has any confidence. 2. To protest 


body, by the celerity aad mystery with which it 








NILES’ REGISTER—DECEMBER 5, 1818—FOREIGN ARTICLES. 


261 





_- oe 
- 


— 





was effected. Fhe ministers were ignorant of their 
fate on the evening of the 14th, when they return- 
ed from the palace, and they were only informed of 
it at midnight, by an officer of the war department, 
M.Egnia; by six o’clock, on the morning of the 15th, 
they had quitted Madrid. M. Pizarro on the route 
to Valencia, with his wife in the last state of preg- 
nancy; M. Garay, on that to Saragossa, and M. Fi- 
gueron, with his family, on that to Corunna. 

London, Oct. 2.—Intelligencé from Madrid states, 
that the pope, in commisseration, as it is asserted, 
of the deplorable circumstances of the Spanish trea- 
sury, has allowed the king to make a temporary and 
contingent appropriation of part of the income of 
the church, by suspending the appointment to ec- 
clesiastic dignities and beneficies for the space of 
two years, and converting their revenues to the use 
of the government. Ilardly ever, since the emission 
of French assignats, was national paper in a more 
depreciated condition than that of Spain. The con- 

solidated vales are 40 per cent. below par; the non- 
consolidated 84 per cent—that is 100 are worth 16; | 
and the loss on the ordinary vales is 75 per cent. 
The cortes of Navarre have furnished (or promised) 
a supply of 800,000 piastres (/.168,00U) payable in 
ive years. 
ENGLAND, RUSSSIA AND SPAIN. 

An important communication had been received 
. i London from Spain; from which it appears, that 
the Russian interest predominated over the councils 
of the Spanish cabinet, lfut by the timely zeal of the 
F.inglish minister there, that interest had been put 
down; that the Spanish king had dismissed his mi. 
nisters; and by the advice of the English minister all 
proscriptions are to cease, and the inquisition is to 
be limited in its powers. 

ENGLAND AND RUSSIA. 

The English have modestly asked the emperor of 
» Russia to pay them the value of certain vessels and 
their cargoes—(about 150 sail, and to the amount of 
several millions) which he seized and sequestered 
in his ports some years ago—for sailing under 
FORGED papers, and acknowledged to be p Reseed 
The emperor has very properly rejected the claims 
of the counterfeiters, though the British government, 
which never pardon forgeries, has deeply interested 
itself in the negociation. 

PRUSSIA, 

The German papers state, that there is no longer 
any doubt that count Bernstoff would be placed at 
the head of the Prussian administration, as vice 
chancellor and minister of foreign affairs. It would 
appear strange, the same paper continues, that a 
foreign ambassador should become minister of state 
to the court of which he is accredited. 

BRITISH POLAR EXPEDITION. 

It will be recollected that the British sometime 
age, fitted out two vessels to proceed, if possible, 
to the North Pole, well supplied with every thing 
that ingenuity could devise to combat with the 
horrors of the icy ocean. We have accounts from 
these ships dated in June and July last. In lat. 67° 
22’ June 17, the writer of the letter was very much 
surprised to find upwards of thirty British ships at 
anchor among the icebergs, beyond him—just as 
one of the great circum-navigators was astonished 
to find a yankee schooner in some bay or river on 
the north-west coast of America, several years 
since, whose crew had been metamorphosed into 
blacksmiths, and were very orderly at work in 
manufacturing hatchets and knives, to trade with 
the indians. A postscript to a letter dated July 6, 





fathoms, This is literally a small one compared 
with some hundreds that we have seen. Feet 
above water, and fathoms under, seem to be the 
general run of their specific gravity.” : 
A letter of the 9tb July, in lat. 74° N. W. 554’ 
says—We have had a very pleasant voyage hither- 
to, only some hard work now and then getting 
through the ice, and at this moment are a little 
still, but we expect in a few days the ice will clear 
away, so that we creep on moderately; but we still 
expect to eat our Christmas dinner at the Pole; 
and next year at Woolwich,after doubling the cape. 
“We have been honored with the company of 
eight men and six women, the inhabitants of this 
country; they dance like devils, and are very good 
natured folks, but indolent; they dress in seal skins, 
both men and women; a frock comes down to their 
waist, with a hood to it, which they turn up at 
pleasure; both sexes wear boots and breeches, so 
that they make a very curious appearance. I think, 
if [had them in London, I could make a pretty 
sum by showing them. ‘here is an end to fight- 
ing for the breeches between them, as their dress 
is alike, except that the female adds a bit of red 
tape to the top of her hair.” 

BRAZIL. 
Produce at Pernambuco is said to be scarce on 
account of the eonscription of the country people, 
when bringing their articles to the city. They are 
seized upon for soldiers without the least ceremony 
—their hauses are entered and, without any pre- 
vious notice, all the males are dragged off, and sent 
to distant garrisons. But this is legitimute—and 
therefore nothing. 
Insult to our flag.—A letter from Mr. Bailey, son 
of gen. Bailey, of N. York, dated Rio Janeiro, Sept. 
28, details the particulars of the seizure of the ship 
Chauncey, in which Mr. B. went out for the restora- 
tion of his health, and the imprisonment of the off- 
cers, passengers and crew, by the officers of the 
Portuguese government. The vessel was seized by 
an armed force, after her papers had been examin- 
ed by the proper officers, the ship plundered of 
many articles, the American ensign struck,the crew 
taken on board a 74, and Mr. B. and several others 
thrown into a damp and loathsome dungeon; where 
in all probability, they would have continued, but 
for the spirited conduct of our minister, Mr. Sump- 
ter, who eifected their release, as well as that of 
the ship. The minister declared to the government, 
his determination to quit the country, unless pro- 
per satisfaction was made for the insult given to 
our flag. ‘he pretence for this conduct, was a sus. 
picion that the Chauncey wasa pirate. She is ona 
voyage to the East-Indies. 

MEXICO. 

A newspaper printed at Havanna, Oct. 18, gives 
the reports of sundry commandants of provinces 
in Mexico, which generally agrec in saying that the 
country is tranquil. 

FLORIDA. 

From Havanna we learn that a new governor was 
‘about to leave that place for Pensacola. The car- 
tel Peggy, which carried the former governor and 
‘garrison to Havanna, was overhauled by a vessel 
under the independent flag, and the boarders seiz- 
ed upon gov. Masot and hung him until he confee- 
sed where his money was—the amount was 8U00 
dollars, which, with certain negroes, and other pro- 
perty belonging to the Spaniards,they carried away. 

Eight men, considered as pirates and detected in 
smugyling, have been caught and handed over to 





says—I have just measured the height of an ice- 
berg, which is 123 1-2 feet, and is aground in 125 








the civil authority, by ascouring party of the U.S. 
[troops from the Barancas. 
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Coi. M. Lyon’s Petition. 


To the Honourable the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives of ihe United States in Congress. 


_ The memorial and petition of Matthew Lyon, of 
Eddyville, in the state of: K;ntucky, most respect- 
fully represents— : 
THAT in July, 1798, a bill passed both houses of 
congress, and received the sanction of the then 
president ‘of the United States, commonly called 
the sedition laws. That this bill passed the house 
of representatives by three majority only, whilst it 
was opposed by 41 members, viz. A. Baldwin D. 
Bard, L. Benton, T. Blunt, R. Brent, S. Bullock, 
D. Burges, T. Ciaiborne, Wim. C. C. Claiborne, J. 
Clopton, J. Dawson, G. Dent, J. Fowler, A. Galla- 
tin, J. Gillespie, A. Gregg, J. A. Hannah, C. B. 
Harrison, J. N. Havens. J. Heister, D. Holmes, W. 
Jones, E, Livingston, M. Locke, M. Lyon, N. Ma- 
con, Wm. Matthews, Blair M’Clanachan, J. M‘Dow- 
ell, A. New, J. Nicholas, S. Smith, Wm. Smith, 
Robert Spigg, jr. R. Stanford, T. Sumpter, J. Trigg, 
P. Van Courtland, J. B. Varnum, A. Venable, and 
R. Williams. Those patriots, almost ail of whom 
have gone to abetter world, there to enjoy the fruits 
of their labors, in this opposed the bill not only on 
account of its inexpediency, but because they con- 
sidered it a flagrant violation of the censtitution of 
the United States. Qn the same ground, the bill was 
opposed in the senate, by Messrs. Anderson, Brown, 
Howard, Mason, and Tazwell. But one opinion 
pervaded the mind of the republican people of the 
nation, respecting this law; the legislatures of two 
very important states entered their solemn protest 
against it, denouncing the law as unconstitutional, 
and alarming in its operation and consequences. 


— ~ ~~, 


Vermont Journal on that day, youf pctitioner was 
indicted in October following, and charged with a 
‘breach of the sedition law, which was passed the 
14th day of July after the alleged crime was com- 
mitted; your petitioner was also charged with pub- 
lishing a copy of a letter from an American diplo- 
matic character in France, to a member of congress 
in Philadelphia, in which were the following words: 
“The misunderstanding between the two govern- 
ments has become extremely alarming; confidence 
is completely destroyed; mistrust, jealousy and a dis- 
position of wrong attribution of motives are so ap- 
parent as to require the utmost caution in every 
word and action that are to come from your execu- 
tive; I mean if your object is to avoid hostilities. 
Had this trath been understood with you before the 
recal of Monroe; before the coming and second com- 
ing of Pinckney; had it guided the pens that. wrote 
the bullying speech of your president, and stupid 
answer of your senate, in November last, I should 
probably have had no occasion to address you this 
letter; bit when we found him borrowing the lan- 
guage of Edmund Burke, and telling the world 
that although he should succeed in treating with the 
French, there was no dependence to be placed in 
their engagements; that their religion or morality 
was.at an end, and they had turned pirates and 
plunderers, and it would be necessary to be perpetu- 
ally armed against them, though you were at peace, 
we wondered that the answer of both houses had 
not been an order to send him toa mad house: in- 
stead of this the senate have echoed the speech 
with more servility than ever George III. experi- 
enced from either house of parliament.’”” These 
were the sentiments of the celebrated Joel Barlow, 
communicated to his brother-in-law, Abram Bald- 


Some time in June, previous to the passage of| win, amember of congress, who allowed your peti- 


this law, {there appeared in the federal papers, 
printed in Philadelphia, a violent hbel against your 
petitioner, taken from the Vermont Journal, print- 
ed in Windsor, Vermont, by Alden Spooner; which 
libel charged your petitioner with many political 
enorinities; particularly with the high crime of op- 
posing the executive; to which charge your pcti- 
tioner, (after confuting the other charges,) replied 
by expostulating with the writer, (who was himself 
in the act of insulting and opposing one of the con- 
stituted authorities) and observing that when it 
should be proved that the legislative branch of the 
government, or any of its members, were opposed 
10 the executive, the same proof made it evident 
that the executive stood opposed to them or him. 
Your petitioner went on to say, “as to the execu- 
tive, when I shall see the efforts of that power 
bent on the promotion of the comfort, the happi- 
ness, and the accommociation of the people, that 
executive shall have my zealous and uniform sup- 
port; but whenever I shall on the part of the exe- 
cutive see every consideration of the public wel- 
fare swallowed up in a continual grasp for power; 
man unbounded thirst for ridiculous pomp, foolish 
adulation, and selfish avarice; when I shall behold 
men of merit daily turned out of office, tor no other 
cause but independency of sentiment; when I shall 
see men of firmness, years, abilities, and experience, 
discarded in their applications for office, for fear 
they possess that independence, and men of mean- 
ness preferred for the ease with which they take 
up.and advocate opinions, the consequence of which 
they know but little of; when [ shallsee the sacred 
name of vcligion employed asa state engine to make 
men hate and persecute one another, { shall not be 
their humble advocate.” For this avowal: of an ho- 
west, rational way of thinking. made by me on the 
2O.h of June, 1798, and sent tothe editor of the- 


tioner to take a copy of the letter, in order to shew 
it to our friends. Your petitioner’s reading or 
shewing this copy to a few persons, it seems, was the 
ground of the second count in the indictment, not- 
withstanding the advocates and expositors of the 
sedition law, insisted that the law did not go to pu- 
nish any person for speaking, reading, or even writ- 
ing, so that he did not print. The indictment con- 
tained a third count, ‘for publishing and aiding and 
abetting in publishing the Barlow letter. As I had 
not aided or abetted the printing that letter, no 
proof to that effect could be produced; on the con- 
trary the man who printed the letter swore that he 
obtained the copy in my absence from home, with- 
out my knowledge, privity, consent or approbation; 
and that I endeavored to suppress it, by destroying 
all the copies he had in his power when I returned. 
Although the judge admitted that my letter of the 
20th of June, containing the matter charged against 
meas alibel, carried the post-mark of sometime in 
June,and was in that month gone out of my hands, 
power and reach, he charged the jury to find a ge- 
neral verdict of guilty, alleging that as Iwas a mem- 
ber of congress, and must know that the sedition 
law was on the carpet and likely to be passed, I had 
hurried my letter purposely to get it out of hand in 
time to evade the law, which evasion ought not to 
be suffered to pass with impunity. He further told 
them in reply to my appeal to the jury, on the cru- 
elty of the power the sedition law placed in the 
hands of the judges, that mercy did not belong to a 
jury; mercy was in the hands of the court. This 
charge coming from a party judge, inheriting the 
spirit of a Jeffries, and inflamed with anglo-aristo- 
cratic zeal, was the more unpardonable, as he might 
have known thatthe bill had its first reading on the 
26th day of June, in the Senate, six days after my 
letter was out of ny power; thatit had its first read- 
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ing in the house of representatives on 5th of July, 
and became a law the 14th. However, a pliant 
packed political jury, selected for the purpose, 
brought in a verdict of guilty. To explain how this 
was a packed political jury, I state, that about two 


the people of this nation, and has been exalted to 
one ofthe most honorabie stations and places of high 
trust in the gift of the government; prejudice itself 
cannot attach to your petitioner crimimatity for read- 
ing the sentiments and opinions of this more fortu- 





weeks before this jury were summoned, there had 
been an election for a member of congress; your 
petitioner was a candidate: the republican and fede- 
ral parties had displayed the greatest zeal on both 
sides, so that the side that every man had taken was 
publicly known, and fresh in the mind of every one. 
The marshal applied for jurymen to the townships 
most decidedly against me; and when he drew from 
the box holding the jurymen’s names, that of a per- 
son who voted for me, he returned it into the box, 
on the pretext that he was gone, or going from home, 
or was sick, and drew another. The marshal, 
strange to tell, was mistaken in one man, who, it 
seems, had in the election voted for me: this man 
was ordered off the jury by the judge, on the oath 
of a wretch who falsely swore, that he heard him 
express a favorable opinion of my cause. ‘To add 
to these aggravations, the judge, like Jeffries in the 
case of Algernon Sidney, refused every Kind of 
challenge made by me against the jury, one of whom 
had been libelling me in the newspapers, but a few 
wecks before. In consequence of this unjustifiable 
verdict, and the subsequent crucl judgement, your 
petitioner was contumeliously dragged out of his 
own county, where a decent jail was at the disposal 
of the national government; and in an ignominious 
manaer carried fifty miles, and ina bad state of 
health, thrown into a dismal dungeon, the common 
receptacle of robbers, thieves and murderers. In 
this \pathaome prison, your petitioner languished 
more than six weeks, without fire, in the months of 
Nctober, November and December, in the cold cli- 
mate of Vermont, before he was allowed to intro- 
duce at his own cost asmall stove, or to put glass to 
the aperture, which let a small glimmer of light into 
this horrid cell. All this vexatious cruelty.and po- 
litical degradation, was, it seems, intended to break 
the spirit of your petitioner, and to force him to re- 
linquish a cause radically interwoven in his nature; 
as when 3000 republicans of Vermont petitioned the 
reigning President to extend mercy and pardon to 


nate, good, and great man. 

Amidst the mortification and suffering to which 
your petitioner was subjected, he had the consola- 
tion to believe, that the cruelty and injustice exer- 
cised toward him, would, by alarming the people 
and their agents, for their rights and their hberties, 
aid in bringing about that change in the executive 
branch of the national government, so devoutly 
wished for by the republicans of the nation; and he 
had the gratification to sce that his constituents felt 
their full share of the indignity and contumely heap- 
ed upon him. The election heretofore spoken of 

roving abortive, by no person having a majority of 
all the votes, an election was held while your peti- 
tioner was confined in the dreary dungeon; the 
people of the district came forth in their power and 
re-elected him their representative in congress, by 
an overwhelming majority. He was further censol- 
ed by the hope and the confidence, that the cause 
in which he suffered would eventually prevail; and 
that in due time ample justice would be done to his 
character, his feelings and his property; by the pa- 
triots that would come into power. According to fis 
wishes, his efforts and his expectations, the powers 
of the government soon changed hands; but alas! 
twenty year's have passed away since your petitioner 
suffered those injurics in person, in character, in 





government of the nation have not taken the sub- 
ject, so deserving their attention, into their serious 
consideration. Various causes have conspired to 
protract and delay that justice which so eminently 
concerns the character of this republican nation, 
sone of which it behoves your petitioner to explain 
orto expose. On my translation from the dungeon 
in Vermont, to congress hall in Philadelphia, the 
republican phalanx of the nation hailed me as a mar- 
tyrin the cause of liberty, in their cause, the cause 
of the frecdom of speech, and the liberty of the 
press. ‘The republican members of congress, sym- 
pathising With the feelings of their constituents, 


your petitioner, their agent was asked by him ifjassured me that when the ascendancy in the gov- 


Col. Lyon had petitioned; he answered in the ne- 
gative; that Col. Lyon knowing of no wrong he had 
done, could frame no petition partaking of submis- 
sion; yet he would rejoice to be relieved from the 
edious prison, and suffered to see the light of the 
sun once more. On which the President declared 
thst submission must precede pardon, without which 
nothing would be doue in the business. 

It has ever been a matter of surprize to your pe- 
titioner, that the friends of the then reigning presi- 
dent could stoop to admit that his words could be 
applied to the man they idolized. Had the sedi- 
tion law been constitutional, and the sentiments ex- 
préssed by your petitioner been published by 
him after the passage of that law, the wonder is 
how they eould dcign to suppase that they applied 
to president Adams. In 1809, the subject was ac- 
cidentally touched on in congress, when Barent 
Gardenier, a prominent federal inember, declared 
that every member of that house must approve the 
sentiments for the expression of which vour peti- 
tioner was persecuted; that they were sach tha 
évery member ought soleninly to swear he woulkd 
43 le by: that is, when the executive is doing right, 
t will support him; when doing wrong, they will 


th gay; 


y 


hof be cus humble advocate. 
_ As to the Barlow letter, the writer of which has, 
“ace sf Witte it, been more thin ever caressed by 


ernment changed hands, and this was now confident- 
ly expected, justice would be done to my characte® 
and feelings, by a public act of the government, and 
{ should be amply compensated for my sufferings, 
rand my losses: this was the burthen of their conver- 
sation with me while we continued in a minority, 
and until the patriotic Jefferson (measurably owmg 
to my adherance to him) ascended the presiden- 
ial chair. Sensible of the opposition he was doom- 
ed to meet with, [ was more concerned for his politi- 
cal fame, and his successful managemeut of the go- 
vernment, than for any thing that personally con- 
cerned myself: I would not solicit or reecive any of 
that rovernment patronage he had such ample pow- 
er to bestow. I wished him to disregard the teaz- 
ings of the greedy harpies, who, with the hope of 
reward, had supported his election, and now hu 
upon him to turn out honest federalists for their 
gratification and benefit; T was unwilling that any 
thing should be dene under the administration I 
| advocated, that we complained of under the former 
administration. Having but few wants, and it being 
,in my power amply to supply those wants, I was 
willing to wait for the justice duc to me. from the 
nation. 
eress at the next session, to the care of one of those 
jmembers who had solemnly pledged themselves 
that justice-should be done me: The s.uallness ef 











feeling, and in property; during which time the. 


Ifowever, I forwarded a petition to con-' 
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the republican majority, and the violence of the 
federalists, served as an apology for not presenting 
this petition. | 
When your petitioner became a member of the 
8th congress, he enquired what his friends thought 
about that remuneration so faithfully promised him. 
They all agreed that it was a debt of honour and 
justice, due to me,and [ was gratified to learn from 
one of Mr. Jefferson’s cabinet, that the patriotic 
president had ingrafted into his draught of the first 
address he proposed to make to congress, a recom- 
mendation to them to provide for remunerating 
those who suffered under the sedition law. The 
recommendation was expunged by the advice of his 
council, who considered that the measure ought to 
originate with congress. I was advised at that 
time to petition congress, but I thought my friends 
who had so solemnly pledged themselves to me, 
ought to bring the subject forward: I considered the 
dependent and supplicating situation which such a 
course must place a member of congress in; I prized 
independence more than money: I felt that the sta- 
tion [ was placed in by my constituents, my duty to 
them, and the dignity I was bound to support, for- 
bid my petitioning while I continued a member. 
Thus the business wore along until 1811, when I left 
esigress. To the 12th congressI forwarded a pe- 
tition, which was referred to a committee, one of 
whom happened to be an influential member, with 
whom I had had much altercation. That commit- 
tee, it seems, made no report. Since that time the 
war with Britain, and the business naturally attend- 
ant on and connected with that glorious struggle, 
has so deservedly occupied congress, that your 
petitioner could not until now, think of calling the 
attention of the national legislature, to a personal 
subject, whick-has, from a change in his cireumstan- 
ces, become extremely interesting to him. In 
former times, the wiping away the stigma and re- 
proach attached to his character, was uppermost in 
the mind of your petitioner; but by a series of 
misfortunes your petitioner is reduced from opu- 
lence to poverty; being deeply engaged in the ex- 
ort trade of this productive country, he has un- 
Sitanatedy suffered great losses; by the interrup- 
tions of trade he has suffered immense losses on 
his exports; he has suffered much by the insolvency 
of those he has dealt with; and he has lost a valua- 
ble vessel, and is so reduced that he is unable to 
pay his just debts. His only hope for paying those 
debts before he leaves this world, rests upon the 
justice of congress, to whom he prays for remune- 
ration of what has been unjustly taken, and impro- 
perly withheld from him.—Your petitioner’s claim‘is 
for one thousand dollars, the fine he paid, which has 
gone into the treasury; for 100 dollars cost in the suit; 
and 738 dollars, for his pay at 6 dollarsa day, dur- 
ing the 123 days he was unconstitutionally detained 
in prison, and withheld by the hand of power from 
his seat in congress. This last suim was included 
in the appropriation of 1798, for the compensation 
to the members of the senate and house of repre- 
sentatives, but has been withheld from him. Your 
petitioner further prays for such damage as con- 
gress may think justly duc to him for being drag- 
ged from his home and family, and suddenly taken 
ftom his business and thrown into a loathsorne dun- 
geon, and thus deprived of his liberty for four 
months; with such interest on those sums as public 
reditors in other cases are entitled to. 
Your petitioner prays not for money to spend or 
to live upon. He has accustomed himself to have’ 
butfew wants; he has ever cared mere for the wants 


asks not for money to give his children. When he 
| was opulent, he thought not of laying up money 
for them; he was ever bent on educating and 
bringing-his children up so as to do for themselves; 
and now your petitioner trusts that if congress 
grants this petition, and the sum by them granted 
shoud not be sufficient to completely extricate 
him from debt, those children will make such ad- 
dition to the sum as will answer the purpose, and 
enable him to descend to his grave in peace with 
all the world—a world to which he has been an 
honest, an active, and a faithful servant. 

It may be alleged, and it has once been said in 
congress, that the fine your petitioner complains of, 
ora part of it, was furnished by private subscrip- 
tion. It is true that liberal gentlemen subscribed 
for that purpese: it is also true that but a small part 
of that subscription reached your petitioner; a part 
of that money was squandered in its transmission; 
but much the greater part collected was applied 
with the consent of your petitioner for the benefit 
of suffering republican printers: Haswell and Holt’s 
fines were paid out of that fund; and such was the 
feeling of your petitioner under the obligation sup- 
posed to be conferred on him by his coadjutors in 
congress, that it cost him more than twice as much 
as he received to compliment them in a manner 
supposed to be agreeable to them, and such as 
would rid him of the obligation. If he missed any 
gentleman who had contributed in his case, it must 
be owing to that gentleman’s being absent from 
congress at the time, and to such gentleman, if any 
such there be, he holds himself indebted. On the 
27th of May, 1809, when the subject was accidental- 
ly touched upon in congress, Mr. Sanford declared, 
that he had contributed; that your petitioner could 
not brook the idea, but returned the amount, and 
he believed it was returned to others. Mr. Macon 
pesaigparcnggene and declared, that he believed every 
man who contributed any thing toward paying the 
fine was remunerated. Other testimony to the 
same purpose can be adduced if necessary. 

Your petitioner thinks it not amiss to mention 
to your honors, that on a certain occasion, an offer 
was made him in the most serious manner, from 
the quarter whence his persecutions and _ suf- 
ferings arose, of remuneration for those sufferings 
and Josses, to such an amount as he pleased to 
name, on condition that he would sacrifice his opi- 
nion with regard to the presidential election, by 
leaving the house of congress and suffering his 
colleague from the state of Vermont to give the 
vote of that state for the federal cantlidate. The 
disdain with which your petitioner rejected every 
proposition of the kind, and the firmness with which 
he kept his post for days and nights, although borne 
down with sickness, will be remembered by those 
patriots who with him acted the honorable part on 
the same occasion. 

Although it isa long time since your petitioner 
suffered those indignities, those abuses, and those 
wrongs, he has never despaired of redress; nor can 
he ever believe that the voice of a magnanimous 
nation, understanding the question, can be led to 
refuse him justice. While he submits his cause to 
the proper tribunal, hs takes the liberty to suggest, 
that he being now in his 70th year, a further delay 
will look like a denial of that justice he prays for: 
therefore, it is for a prompt, a correct, anda right- 
eous decision, as well as a decision honorable to the 
nation and its representatives, that your petitione> 
most respectfully and fervently prays. 








M. LYON. 





of other people than for his own. Your petitioner| 


Eddyville, Ky. Oct. 20, 1818. 
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Miscellaneous. 

Many gentlemen consider our collections of scraps 
as one of the most useful and interesting depart: 
ments of the RecisreR——certainly, they are 
very troublesome to us, costing much labor and 
attention. We take the present opportunity to 
dispose of a large quantity of them, which have 
accumulated on our hands for two or three weeks. 
It is understood that the day before Mr. Gallatin 

Teft London, about the 20th of October, he, in con- 

junction with Mr. Rush, signed a treaty with Great 

Britain, which is immediately expected at Wash- 

ington. The National Intelligencer intimates a be- 

hief that this treaty may embrace all the material 
ints of controversy between us and that power— 
and tend to the continuance of a permanent good 

understanding, &c. 

Capt. Almy, arrived at Providence, from Gotten- 
burg, is the bearer of the commercial treaty between 
Sweden and the United States, which, it ts under 
stood, was ratified by the senate at the last session, 
with certain exceptions, 

A person has been fined by ajury, in Massachu-| 
setts, the handsome sum of five thousand dollars 
for a breach of a promise of marriage. Such trials 
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schromee 
guilty as he is;but, if te goverment were to arrest 
all the suspected they would hardly know when and 
where to stop.” ; | hs 

Great complaints aré made of the deprédations 
of the “insurgent”? privateers; who have destroyed 
the coasting trade of Peru. 

Ninois ~The president of the United States hav- 
ing signed the act for the admission of the state of 
Illinois into union; she may now be counted the 
twenty-first state in the confederacy: Her sena- 
tors and representatives have taken their séats ih 
congress. 

The legislature of Missouri territory, now it 
session, have determined to petition the congress 
of the United States to authorize by law the inhabi- 
tants of said territory to form a constitution and 
State government. 

Alabuma. A private letter informs the editor of 
the Recisrer that the population of Alabama, is 
upwards of 73,000 '! and that the legislature being’ 
in session, are making arrangéments for the chang- 
ing of the territory into astate. Th¢ emigration is 
wonderful—and seems daily to acquire new power. 

The same letter, which is dated Nov. 15, says.— 

“I was in Pensacola last week. Letters were receiv | 
ed from Ilavana, stating that the capt. general had or- 








are DECOR AS Senator ane ee Welly POrHEDS, dered 200 men—-140 negroes and 60 white sol diers, 


to make men think of what they are doing. 

The U. S. ship Mornet has at last safely arrived 
at Boston, afier experiencing a scries of bad wea- 
ther and adverse winds almost unprecedented. 
She brings home six men charged with mutiny and 
murder on board of theschr. Plattsburg, of Balti 
more. 

The committee of investigation passed through 
BRaitimore on Saturday evening last, taking pas- 
page in the steain boat New Jersey, for Eikton, 
and encountered one of the most severe storms in 
the bay that ever was felt here: happily, however, 
without any essential injury. Is their dvisterous 
passage a presage of the result of their mission 
about the U. S. bank? 

The patriot privateer Constitution, from Buenos 
Ayres anda cruise, arrived at Baltimore, a few 
days since, with nearly 4U0,000 dollars in specie— 
probably taken from a Spanish Indiaman, called the 
Castilian, from Lima for Cadiz, which had about 
800,000 in specie, and a most valuable cargo. But 
the rest of the specie could not be got at, and the 
pria€é was manned and sent to Bucnos Ayres. She 
was a ship of 20 guns, and of 800 tons burtben. 
he privateer is owned, as we are told, by several 
persons at Buenos Ayres. 

_ Letters that were going from Peru in the Casti- 
lian represent the state of that country as very un- 
favorable to its continuance under the authority of 
Ferdinand. The whole regular force at Lima did 
not exceed 3000 men, and the viceroy spoke of 
sending 2000 of them to Taleaguano, to make a di. 
version against the ¢patriot forces in Chili. This 
had occasioned great alarm, for one of the letters 
says—‘*The old curate of Arequipa, who has been 
constantly in irons and confined in his dungeon ever 
since you left here, goes in the Castilian. His re- 
volutionary principles are not doubted by his best 
friends, the proofs areso clear: and the court at 
home have little :nore to do in this case than to ex. 
ecute the sentence of the law. Many others are as 

Vor. X¥.——-T9, 





to garrison that place. A lieut. col. is to come out 
as governor—They are hourly looked for, No gar- 
rison has been sent, for fort St. Marks or Fort 
Gadsden—They are to wait advices from Madrid. 
‘he garrison of Pensacola is farwarded on the re- 
quisition of Don Onis: 

On Saturday evening, the 7th Nov. coporal Wit- 
ty, of the 4th infantry; was frozén to death on the 
beach between Pensacola and Barancas”’. ; 

Gen Lullemand’s establishment on the Trinity 
River, it s€ems, has been broken up, root and 
branch, by a petty party of 200 Spaniards from the 
interior. ‘The particulars have not yet reached ugj 
but the fact appears to be as stated. 

100,090 dollars specre (says the Boston Patriot) 
were received in Boston last week from Canada. 
Vast sums are almost continually passing to and 
from those two places—besides, considerable other 
traffic is successfully catried on. Many now are 
wallowing in great wealth, amassed by the *‘amuge 


gling trade,” during the late war. 


Died, at Pittsburg, about the first inst. éommo- 
dore Joshua Barney, in the 60th year of his “"e: 
Com. Barney was born in Baltimore, on the 6th 
July 1759; he was an early and zealous supporter 
of the independence of the United States; his ser- 
vices during the revolutionary war, are highly and 
Jeservedly estimated by his admiring countrymen. 
During the late war with Great Britain, he also 
acted the'part of a vigilant and gallant officer, par- 
ticularty at the memorable battle of Bladensburg 
—where he was severely wounded in the thigh, 
from the effects of which he never recovered, hav- 
ing carried the ball \o the grave. 

[We expect to publish a longer account of this 
distinguished soldier—a hero of two wars—and 
who, but as yesterday, seemed to have ail the life 
and spirit of « youth of- 19. America certainly, 
has to mourn the loss of one ofher bravest sons. 
When the news of his decease reached Baltimore, 
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the flags of all the vessels in the harbor were hoist- 
ed «whey high. He was naval officer of this 
port. ' 

Mr. Adams, the second president of the United 
States, is in his 83d year. ) 

Mr..Jefferson, the. third president ofthe United 
States, is now in his 76th year. 

The following furs, &c. collected at the United 
States trading houses, on the Mississippi, were sold 
at auction, the 23d ult. at Georgetown, District of 
Columbia: 


251 packs shaved deer skins, |] 214 fishers 
65 packs de. in hair { 238 minks 
3768 lbs. beaver 13 martin 


| 4274 raccoon 


234, bear skins 
| 17497 muskrats 


124 cub skins 
S95 ot'ers * ' 
Great Indian council. By accounts from Milledge- 


e@e> 


Speaking of Wright’s expedition, a Milledgeville 
paper, of Nov. 17, says—‘‘After all the obloquy at- 
tempted to be cast on the character of the gov. and 
of the state, in consequence of the attack on Chehaw 
town, what are the facts proved by an impartial in- 
vestigation of the subject before the general assem. 
bly? Why, that capt. Wright acted contrary to or- 
ders, and that no blame can properly attach to the exe- 
cutive, fur the unfortunate issue of the expedition. A 
resolution expressing these sentiments, has passed 
both branches of the legislature, without a dissent- 
ing voice! Let those, whoin an evil moment, wan- 
tonly misrepresented every circumstance connected 
with this affair, look back upon their conduct: none, 
we are sure, will envy their feelings. 

General Jackson. <A letter from Huntsville, da- 
ted, Nov. 6, says—The people of this country have 
shewn their respect to general Jackson, and their 
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ville, dated Nov. 17, we learn that “about four thou- 
sand Indians, of all ages and sexes, are now at Fort 
Mawkins, wai'ing to receive from the general go- 
vernment their annual stipend. Many persons from 
different ‘parts of the state have been attracted 
thither to view this large assemblage of Abori- 
sines. Weare gratified to learn, that their general 
uppesrance has improved considerably -in a few 
yearswith some excepticn-, they are well cloth- 
ed, neat-and h-althful, have plenty to eat,and seem 
quite comfortable and contented. The entire po | 20 rangers and friendly Indians, were recently at- 
pulation of the Creeks, prior to the civil wara | tacked on the west side of Pensacola bay, by a su- 
mong them, in 1815, was upwards of twenty thou-!perior body of the Seminoles. His Indians fled, 
sandat preseni,i¢ cloes not exceed half that number.” | and he himself and scveral of his men being wound- 
Another council has been held with the Chero. | ed, the white men were forced to retire. Such 
kees, at which allthe chiefs, headed by the king‘ rencontres are frequent—the vicinity of Pensacola 
Pu:h Killer, met the governor of Tennessee, as/ is said to be infested with several bands of hostile 
commissioner on behalf of the United States, about ' Seminoles. : 
the 16:h Nov. ult. The object of this meeting | Seminole war. It is said that a pamphlet is pre- 
was io make some definite arrangement respecting | paring at. Nashville, which wil! contain an impartial 
the removal of the Cherokees beyond the Missis-| and succinct account of the late Indian war. Such 
sippi, which it is the wish of a large party of them |a work is much to be desired. 
to do, that they may have more room for the chase! <A party of Seminole women and children with 
—356 farnilies had enrolled themselves fur the emi- | some negroes, amounting in the wilrole to 220 per- 
gration, which is supposed to be about one half of | sons, having surrendered themselves at St. Marks, 
te: whole tribe; and the lands that they are enti-| being in a starving condition, arrived at fort Gads- 
tied to are to be given in exchange for lands | den, the last of August. ‘They say that the war- 
west of the Mississippi. riors are raising the corn which was buried in the 
The Chickasaw treaty. A letter from governor | ground, and whicl of course was not destroyed by 
Shelby, one of the late commissioners (o treat with | our troops, and seem determined to recommence 
the Chickasaw8, says—The Indians have been very| the war in the fall. The wife and family of the 
litigious and siow in their decisions; the business | prophet Francis are among the prisoners; two of 
which might have been done i two or three days, | his daughters are very interesting young ladies, and 
ithas taken twenty days to effect. The treaty, |speak very good English, as in fact the whole fami- 
however, is this moment concluded upon and sign-|ly do except the mother. The eldest, when her 
ed by all the chiefs, in presence of 3,000 of the na. | father went on board the Thomas Shields, shortly 
tion; by which alithe lands west of the Tennessee, /afterward followed, supposirg her to bea British 
in the siates of Kentucky and Tennessee, are ced-j| vessel. Before she got along side, however, she 
ed to the United States for the sum of 300,000 | discovered the deception, pushed off and made her 
dallars, payable in fifteen annuities, of 20,000 dol-|escepe. Fhe youngest and most beautiful is carres- 
Aars tach—besides presents to sundry chiefs of}sed by alltbe officers, for having saved the life of 
seyen or eight thousand dowlars. These sums may; a Georgia militia man, whom her covatrymen had 
seem large at first view, but the country obtained /taken prisoner and were about to put to death, 
is of Immense insportance to the two states in which | when this modern Pocahontas, finding entreaties 
it lics, as Well as to the strength and defence of | vain, determined tu save his life or perish with him; 
the nation. Ishe was successful, and the man was preserved. —- 
In Tennessee, it is believed, there will be up-/| They al! set off to-morrow to join their nation in the 
wards of four millions of acres unappropriated This jneighborhood of fort Gaincs.” 
will scon rasse an tm Pense sum to the general yo-| The extensive library of the late professor Ebeling 


sense of his distinguished services, in a mode quite 
novel. Yesterday the old hero bid for a section of 
land which was understood to be very valuable: 
when, with one consent, the poor and the rich, the 
foreign speculator and the hardy cultivator of the 
ground, remained silent, and the land was knocked 
off to the general at two dollors per acre. Eighty 
three dollars per acre have been given for second 
rate land. 

Speck of war. Capt. Byles, with asmall party of 




















vernment; great pari of the land being of the best / bas srrived at Boston, in the ship General Stark, 

| from Hamburgh. It was purchased by Mr. Thorn- 

assed both | dike, and has been by him presented to the Uni- 

versity at Cambridge. _ : 
A printer's revenge—A newspaper editor, direct- 

ly under a reward offcred for the apprehension of @ 

morderer, advertises a “runaway petron” of his pa. ° 


quality. 

Capt. Wright A resolution has p 
branches of the legislature of Georgia, exculpaling 
the governor from any bl.me on his pari, of the 
unfortunate attack oa the Chehaw town and the es- 
cape of OLed Weight, withouta dissenting. voice. 
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per, who “has given him ieg-bail for Ohio”—pre- 
fixing thereto a cut, representing a man with a wal- 
leton his shoulder, rapidly pursued by a hideous 
figure with a barbed tail, supposed to be meant for 
Old Nick! re 

A villain. A consummate villain has been de- 
tected at Richmond, far having stolen and attempt- 
ing to dispose of as slaves, sundry free children. 
-May he meet his reward. | 

Two fellows were tried last week in Baltimore 
for munstealing, and sent to the penitentiary for 
seven years. OE : 

The Ohio river. It has been estimated that three 
millions of dollars worth of goods were at Pitts- 
burg. on the 7th ult. waiting for a rise of the wa- 
ters, to descend theriver, as well asa multitude 
of travellers and emigrants. A clearing out of the 
river, 80 as to render it navigable at all seasons for 
vessels of fifty tons, is spoken of as practicable, at 
a very sraall comparative aaponne. 

The steam boat Vesuvius has made the passage 
from Louisville to New Orleans, 1600 miles, is 
seven days, repeated. 

Pennsylvania. It is stated that a canal four mites 
long will unite the waters of the Schuylkill with 
those of the Susquehannah—and than another ca- 
nal of fourteen miles wiil unite the latter with the 
Alleghany!—We are every day made acquainted 
with some newly ascertained advantage which our 
country possesses,—but men, money and time, as 
well as statesmen, are wanting to make a rightful 
profit of them. 

Emigration to Canada. The Montreal Herald 
gives a particular list of 158 men, 127 women and 
426 children, in all 701,—British subjects, who re- 
ceived certificates of the British consul in Vew 

‘ork, to obtain grants ef land in Upper Canada, 
between the 22nd of April and the 26th October, 
1$18:—during which time it is probable that at 
least five times that number left Canada for the 
United States. 

The military road, opening from Plattsburg to 
French Mills, and through one of the roughest 
countries in the United States, has been comple- 
ted to the distance of thirteen miles. The Platts- 
burg paper says—“the bed of the road is composed 
of the best materials; it is raised several feet above 
the neighbouring ground; wide and deep ditches 
are dug upon cither side, and its whole surface is 
covered witha thick stratum of gravel. By means 
of excavation, the traveller now finds asafe and 
easy passage over bills which were before scarce- 
ly accessible. In a word, it is confidently believ- 
ed, that this road, for goodness, beauty and dura. 
bility, is not surpassed by any in the United 
States.” 

This work has been effected by the 6th reg. of 
U. S. infantry, under the direction of col. Atkinson 
and licut. col. Snelling. 

_Tvansportion of goods, from New York city to 
P.ttsburg, via the Hudson and Alleghany rivers, 
&e. is performed at the rate of five dollars per cwt. 
free of all charges except cooperage. 

Philadelphia. A late account of the Fair Mount 
water works, for the supply of the city of Philadel- 
phia, says “they were commenced in August 1812, 
and completed Sept. 7, 1815. Ia the housesare 
placed two engines which work alternately, and 
raise the water above 98 feet from the river Schuyl- 
kill, to the reservoir. The reservoir covers nearly 
an acre anda quarter of ground, its dimensions 
being 318 feet in lengih, 167 feet in width, and 10 
feet 3 inches in depth, and contains 3,261,176 gal- 
iohs, beer measure. The daily consumption of 


‘ 


‘water is upwards of 900,0U0 gallons. The cost of 
the works including the pipes extended to the cen- 
tre square, is about 125,000 doll«rs.” 

‘Mammoth products”? A queer fellow has pul- 
lished an article in the “Catskill Recorder,” to cor- 
rect a prevailing propensity to give marvellous 
accounts of agricultural productions-—-one item may 
suffice to shew his manner—~~ ; 
“A farmer in a neighboring town has this year 
raised a cucumber which measured twelve feet, 
seven inches and a half in length; which he split 
into rails, and it produced ninety two.” | 
Nathaniel Macon, at present a senator in congress 
from the state of North Carolina, is re-elected by 
the legislature to that office for six years, from and 
after the 3d day of March next. Qut of 168 votes 
taken, in joint ballot of the houses of the legisla. 
ture, he received 166. 

Michigan. The schooner Hercules has been 
wrecke:] in a dreadful storm on lake Michigan, 
near Chicago, and every person on board perish- 
ed. The only passenger was lieutenant Wm. S. 
Eveleth, of the corps of engineers—a very amiable 
young man, and a highly accomplished soldier. 

- Dismal Swamp Canal, The improvements of this 
very useful canal being partially completed, the 
water has been again let in. “fais canal con- 
nects the waters of Elizabeth River in Virginia, 
with those of Pasquotank river in North Carolina, 
running nearly north and south, through the Great 
Dismal Swamp, a distance of twenty-two miles—~ 
The north end is at, Deep Creek, the southern 
branch of E‘izabeth river, and ten miles from 
Norfolk; the south end is ata small creek called 
Joyce’s which at the distance of about half a mile 
falls into the Pasquotank. The reader by throwing 
his eye upon the map, will perceive the immense 
inland navigation, which with the canal round the 
falls of the Roanoke, is hereby opened.” 

Roanoke Navigation. Preparations are making 
for a vigorous commencement of the locks and ca- 
nal round thé great falls of the Roanoke—which 
completed, will open an intercourse of several 
hundred miles, into a very rich country. 

Franklin Fund. Dr. Franklin, by his will left 
1000/. sterling to the inhabitants of Boston, to be 
let out at five per cent. interest, to young married 
artificers who had faithfully served. their appren- 
ticeships inthat town. The amount of this gift, 
from various causes, though it seems to have been 
well managed, is yet only $10,902 82. The loans 
that had been :made are in all 206. 

The salary of the governor of New Jersey has 
been raised $409—making it for the future 2,290 
doliars per annum. x 

Mediterranean squadron. The \:zlaware Watclr- 
man, says—letters received in this vicinity, from 
our squadron in the Mediterranean, state that ma- 
dam Ney, the relict of the late marshal Ney, and 


wife of Louis Bonaparte, have taken residence in 
the vicinity of Leghorn, at Montenero, and had 
visited coinmodore Stewart’s ship the FranJin. 

General Gaines, his lady and suit arrived at Da- 
rien, on his way to Amelia island, on the 29th Oct. 
It is reported that he would fix his head-quarters 
at Fernandina for two or three months, and that 
two battalions of United States troops were on their 
way to join him, or had partly already arrived 
there. ) 

Georgia Mr. Forsyth, at present a member of 


the house of representatives, has been elected a’ 
senator of the United States for the remainder of 
ithe term of Mr. Troup, resigned—and Jobn Elliot, 









the dutchess de St. Leu, late queen of ILolland, arr. . 
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esq. is elected a senator from the same state, af er 
the 4ih of March next, in the place of Mr. Tail, 
who declined'a re-election. 

Fhe U.S, frigate Guerriere, safely arrived at 
Cronstact, from whence Mr. Campbell, hig Jady, 
&c. proceeded toSt. Petersburg in a steam boat. 
The frigate, sfter remaining 12 days at Cronstad! 
sailed for the Mediterranean. 

Lxhort of tobacco from the United Staes fram the 1st 
Oct. 1817, to the 30th September, 1818. 
From New Orleang 24,000 bhds. 





Virginia 20,000 

South of Virginia 6,400 
Maryland 15,500 
Philadelphia 2,200 

New York 7,700 

East of New York 3,400 

83,400 

‘The year proceeding was 63,00 
| Excess 20.400 


Afobile.—The population of the town of Mobile, 
by a late census, i3 ascertained to consist of 604 
white persons, 149 free people of color, and 374 
gtaves. 

Expedition —The president?s message reached 
New York, 242 miles from Waushington city, in 
pe 5 hours after it was delivered. [t was brought 
to and reprinted in Baltimore, 44 miles, in about 44 
hours from the time that cupies of it were given 
out at the office of the National Intelligencer. 

The new Steam-boat Johneon, built by Col.John- 
gon, of Kentucky, passed Shawneetown the first of 
October—She js intended as a regular trader 
¥yom .Kentucky on the Mississippi and the Mis- 
souri, as far up as Yellow Stone river. 

Certain men-dealers, who carried off some ne- 
neg from New Jersey, after the passage of the 
aw ta stop the trade in human flesh, have been 
caught in Pennsylyania—and, we trust, will meet 
their reward. ne he 


_ Fertifications are erecting for the defence of all 
the most important points “assai/adle;’’on the shores 
ef jake Champlain, the lower Chesapeake and 
Mississippi; and at other places, extensive works are 
silently approaching desired strength. 

Jniand navigation. An article in the “Richmond 
Compiler” informs us, that steam boats, whose 
machines will cost only $2000 each, and to draw 
only one foot water, may possibly be'soon started 
to navigate the shallow, on the upper parts of our 
Fiyers. 

Population of Grand Island. A very considera- 
ble settlement of squatters has been made upon 
this island, primcipally in the course of the last 
season. There are now, we are ‘informed, more 
than one hundred families, collected from all qusr. 
ters; many from Canada and the middle counties 
of this state, and considerable improvements are 
making. The island is situated in the Niagara 
river and commences about three miles below 
Black Rock, and extends to within a mile and a 
half of the falls.—It is twelye miles long, and from 
two to seven miles broad. The whole of it befere 
the recent inroads, was clothed with heavy timber 


-date of their certificates. 








of an excellent quality. The soil js said to be 
strong and rich, well adapted to cultivation. The! 
title to it has not yet been determined by the com- | 
missioners, but itis generally admitted to be with. 
gn the territory of the UuitedsStates. Our readers 
will probably recollect, that the Indian title to this 





avd other islands in the Niagara was ceded to the 


r.4 es (| 
¥ er | 


state of New York, by treaty made at Buffaio, on 
the 12th of September, 1815, between gov. Tomp. 


‘kins and others, commissioners on the part of the 


sta'e, and the cliefs, &c. of the Seneca nation. The 
State paid one thousand dollars dgwn, and secured — 
an anouity of five hundred dollars. This island 
will probably, and atno distant period, become ve, 
ry populous, and highly cultivated. MViagara Jour. 
REVOLUTIONARY PENSIONS. 
Recapitulation of the number of persona placed on the 
pension list of the United Stutes, under the act of 
18th Murch, 1818, at the respective rates of eight 
and twenty dollars per month, up to the 16th day ¢ 
‘ovember, 1818, inclusive. 





Number at 8. at 20. Total. 

New Hampshire 131 14 145 
Massachusetts 806 ba i 877 
Connecticut 709 66 773 
Rhode Island 66 19 85 
Vermont 291 24 3135 
New York 1,061 110 1,171 
New Jersey 249 $2 281 
Pennsylvania 278 40 $18 
Delaware a 4 i _ 
Maryland 123 24 147 
Virginia 74 8 82 
North Corolina 11 3 14 
South Curoiina 13 4 17 
Georgia 3 1 4 
Kentucky 25 3 25 
Ohio 49 12 61 
Indiana 2 2 
Michigan territory 1 1 
District of Columbia 34 7 41 
District of Maine 39 5 44 
3,981 451 4,452 


, [The above is the official list of pensions grazt- 
ed. It is presumed that some proportion of the 
extraordinary disparity of numbers in the various 
states, may be accounted for by the fact, that the 
dates of receiving the applications has furnished 
the rule and the order by which they have been 
acted on.] Ibid. 

Pensions. We are requested to state, for the 
information of those concerned, that pension rolls 
are made and transmitted to the several pension 
agents only twice a year, viz. on the 3d of March 
and 3d of September; and payments are made to 
those only whose names are subscribed upon these 
rolls, and at the time stated. All pensioners who 
receive certificates between either of the above 
mentioned periods, cannot be paid until the 3d of 
Masch or 3d of September, first arriving after the 
Nat. Tht. 

“1 tuylor made him” A fashionable taylor in 
Philadalphbia, it is stated, in the month of October 
last, made up and delivered clothing to the amount 
of $21,552—his cash receipts being $8,225. A 
great portion ofhis articles was sent to dundies in 
distant part- of the Unioa! 

Mount-pleasunt, (Ohio,) Oct. 30. We are inform- 
ed, fram yood authority, that the Blackhoof, and 
the other chiefs of the Shawanese tribe at Wpa- 
connetta, have determined to Isy aut $1090 of their 
annujty in cattle. Vhis judicjous couclusion will 
materially contribute to the comforts of these chil- 
dren of the wilderness. 

Mr. Lancaster designates his system of educati- 
on “as lowering the «ssize of INTELLECTUAL BREAD, 
and spreading the tubies of the pour with plenty. 

Fifteen hundred African s'aves arrived at Havana 
in one day. On winch the National Intelligences 
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obsérves—“Most of these poor wretches we fear, 
avill find their way to the Louisiana market. We 
wish that the Spanish character of the ships be no; 
a mere cover ft American capital employed in this 
execr ble traffic.” 

Nerro-simported. The following facts have been 
corommnicated from such anthority as leaves us no 
room to doubt their authenticity. Itis the common 
practice at New-Orleans to send an agent abroad 
to the West Indies, and evento Africa, to purchase 
a cargo of slaves. ‘They are then brought to the 
United States for about one third what they can be 
purchased at here. So soon as the slave ship ar 
rives off the Balize, the agent leaves her, and goes 
an the most exneditious manner to New-Orleans, 
where he gives information to the proper authority, 
that a certain vessel is in the Mississippi river, said 
to be bound to New-Orleans, and having on board a 
gertain number of negro slaves, contrary to the 
Jaw of the United States. The vessel and cargo 
ave libelled; and the slaves are sold at public ven- 
due and purchased cheap, by common consent, for 
account of the original importer. One half of the 
purchase money goes to the United States, and the 
other half to the informer, who, as before mention- 
ed, is the arent of the owner of the slaves. Thus, 
after all expenses, negro slaves are imported at 
less than half wnat they would cost in the United 
States. In this way not less than 10.000 slaves 
have been imported into Louisiana in the year last 
past. Den Press. 

[A writer in the ‘Federal Republica:.,’ who signs 
himself a Citizen of New Orleans, totally desies the 








preceding statements. He avers that only one sale |J 


has been made under the authority of the U. States; 
at which the negroes were sold from 1000 to 1300 


on the Jarboard tack is bound to bear up, or heave 
about, in time to avoid danger; and if the latter 
vessel sustains any injury, (not maliciously com- 
mitted by the other) she must bear the loss her- 
self, and is not entitled to any damage from the 
vessel sailing on the starboard tack. Columbian. — 
Case of the ship Pravidencia. This vessel, it will 
be recollected, was seized by the revenue officers’ 
of this port, in the month of June, 1817, while she 
was attempting to pass upto Baltimore. The Pro. 
videncia was the property of certain subjects of 
the king of Spain, from whom she was forcibly ta-- 


cargo of cordage, cutlery, &c. by an armed vessel 
called the Mangore, fitted out at Baltimore, com, 
manded by ¢apt. Barnes, and cruizing under the 
flag of one independent provinces of South Ame- 
rica. 

The captors,after putting a prize crew on board 
of her, ordered her to Buenos Ayres, but owing to 
atress of weather and other causes,the prize master 
thought proper to shape his course for Baltimore. 
On being brought in here she was immediately li- 
belled by the consul of his catholic majesty, in be- 
half ofher Spanish owners, and a decree subse. 
quently issued out of the district court of the U. 
States, directing both the vessel and cargo to be 
sold, and the proceeds deposited in the bank, sub- 
ject to the future order of the court. 

The fellowing, we understand, is the final decree 
ofthe judge, (Tucker) pronounced during the 
pending term ofthe court:—Five sixths of the 
whole amount to be paid over to his catholic ma- 
jesty’s consul for the state of Virginia, for the be. 


f 


nefit of the Spanish owners; the remaining sixth to 
be retained and held at the disposal of the court, 
as salvage, should any legal claim of that sort be 











dollars per head! He also refers to the law of 1807 
to prohibit the exportation of slaves, for much light | 
on the subject as to the United States receiving | 
one-half of the purchase money of slaves sold on} 
account of importation. ] 

The Spanis’ convention.—The convention of 1802, 
between the United States and Spain, having been} 
ratified by the president, with the advice and can-| 
sent of the senate, some time after it was concluded, | 
and lwtely ratified by the king of Spain, will, it is 
understood, be considered as entirely complete 
when an exchange of ratifications takes place be. 
tween the two governments. This, we learn, has 
been delayed by a negociation lately on foot be. 
tween the Spanish minister at this place and 
the secretary of state, comprehending all the re- 
Maining points at issue between the two govern- 
ments, the conyention in question providing for the 
adjustment of a small portion only of the matters 
in controversy. Nat. Int 


put within twelve months; but should no such claire 
be preferred during that period, or being preferred 
and the court should deem it insufficient, then the 
sum so retained to be paid over to the Spa:.ish- 
consul as in the first case.—[Vorfalk Herald. 

New York, Nov. 24—The French brig Minerva 
was to sail from Havre about the 12th Uct. for Mo- 
bile, with about 50 passengers, most of them me- 
moeniets who design to settle in that promising 
place. 

A letter from an intelligent Ameriean gentle- 
man at Paris, to his friend in this city, received 
by the last arrival, concludes with the following 
remarks: | 

“{ must beg leave to congratulate you on the 
late news from Amerita relative to the determina- 
tion of our government to surrender Pensacola. {| 
hail it as the proudest triumph of virtue, and a 
magnanimous sacrifice of jnterest at the shrine of 


A drove of fue hundred and fourteen cattle, and a|justice, not to be found in the records of modern 


flock of nine hundred sheep, from Qtsego county 
passed through Goshen, on Thursday last; and on 
Friday.a drove of 100 cattle, belonging to general 
Wadswerth of Genessee county, and all fatted on 
his own farm, passed through the same, village, 
probably for the Philadelphia marked. M. F. pa. 
Marine court of New York.—~In an action brought 


| 





; 


against the master of the sloop Juno, for running | 
for! of and injuring the slasp Satellite, Mr. Justice | 
Wheaton, decided as follows: | 

“It appears, from the testimony, that both ves- 
sels were bearing up to the city; that the Juno was 
Sailing on the starboard tack, and the Satellite on 
the larboard tack, at the time the collision took | 
place. Under these circumstances, we take the, 
rule to be, that the vessel under the starboard | 
tagk has a right tokeep her wind, and the vessel’ 





history, and only to have been expected from Ame- 
rica. Its effect on the British editors has been 
like a thunder stroke—they did not believe it pos: 
sible. The proceedings of the congress at Aix-ia- 
Chapelle, and the expected removal of the army of 
occupation from France, excite universal attention. 
It is said that the plenipotentiary from Spain wil] 
not be admitted to congress, ‘This augurs favora- 
bly for the patriot cause—probably a determina- 
tion not to interfere, has dictated the measure. 
Adjutant andinspector general’s ofice, 
November 12, 1818. ¢ 
Grnenat Onper.—The commanding general of 
the second military department, will take immedi- 
ate measures for assembling all the able bodied 
men in his command, who are under sentence, by 
court martial, to hard labor, for more than nine 
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ken; while going from St. Andero to Havana, with a’. 
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; sion will cause a report to be made of all the non- 


board of Louisiana. 
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months, will cause them to be mustered and in- 

spected, and properly supplied, according to the 
‘Tules of the service. These men will be organized 
and put under proper officers, and transported to 

New Orleans, where they will be reported for hard 

labor, and constantly employed on the fortifications, 

according to their several sentences. 
The commanding general of the northern divi- 


commissioned officers, musicians and privates, who 
may be under sentence of court martial to hard la- 
Nor for more than six months, on the Ist of January 
next; and will take measnres for assembling such 
of them as cannot be employed to advantage with- 
if his division, at New York, Baltimore, and Pitts. 
burg, under proper officers; when orders will be 
ffiven by the war department, for traasporting 
them tothe public works now erecting on the sea 


The commanding general of the south division 
will, in like manner, take measures for removing 
all such men, under sentence of court sartial, as 
cannot be advantageously employed at the several 
posts where they are now stationed, to some of the 
permerent works erecting tn his division. 

A report of all men under sentence to hard la. 
bor, will be regularly made to this office, with the 
quarterly reports of divisions, that a proper dispo- 
sition muy be made of the convicts, as well with a 
view to the good of the service, as the punishment 
of the mdividuals. No sentence to hard labor, or 
confinement, will be carried inte cflect beyond the 
expiration of the term of enlistment. 
' ‘By order, D. PARKER, 

Adjutant and inspector genera] 


Trial of Arbuthnot and Ambrister. 


OFFICIAL DOCUMENT TRANSMITTED BY THE PRESIDENT 
TO CONGRESS. 
Minutes of the proceedings of a special court organiz. 
edagreeubly to the following order, viz. 
ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
Fort St. Marks, 26th April, 1818. 

NEAD QUARTERS, DIVISION OF THE SOUTH, 
- General order.—The following detaul wiil com. 
posea special court, to convene at this post at the 
hour of 12 o’clock, M. for the purpose of investi- 
ting the charges exhibited against A. Arbuthnot, 
Robert Christy Ambrister, and such others, who 
are similarly situated, as may be brought before it. 
The court will record all the documents and tes- 
{imony in the several cases, and their opinion as to 
the guilt or innocence of the prisoners, and what 


punishment, (if any) shonld be inflicted. 
DETAIL. 
Major general E. P. Gaines, president. 
Col. King, 4th infantry, 7 . (Col. Dyer, Ten, vol. 
Col. Williams, Ten. vol. = 1 Lt. Col. Lindsay, Cor. Artillery 
Lt. Col. Gibson, Ten. vol. Ss = Lt. Col. Elliot, Ten. vol. 
Maj. Muhlenberg, 4th inf. [ } Maj. Fanning, Cor. Artillery, 
Maj. Montgomery, 7th inf. | ¢ | Maj. Minton, Geo. Militia. 
Capt. Vashon. 7th inf, J (Capt. Crittenden, K’y vol. 
Lt. J. M. Glassel, 7th infantry, recorder. 
An orderly will be detailed trum gen. Gaines’ brigade, and the 
court wills't without regard to hours. 
By order of major general Jackson, 
ROBERT BUTLER, Adjt. Gen. 


Fort St. Marks, 26th April, 1818. 
The court convened pursuant to the foregoing| 
order, when, being duly sworn, in the presence of 








[Indians to war against the United States, and her 
citizens, he (A. Arbuthnot) being a subject of 
Great Britain, with whom the United States are at 
peace, ? 

Specification—That the said~A. Arbuthnot, 
between the montbs of April and July, or'sometime 
in June, 1817, wrote a letter to the Little Prince, 
exhorting and advising him not to comply with the 
treaty of fort Jackson, stating that the citizens of 
the U. S. were infringing on the treaty of Ghent, 
and, as he believed, without the knowledge of the 
chief magistrate of the U. S.; and advising the Up- 
per and Lower Creeks to unite and be friendly, stat- 
ing that William Hambly was the cause of their 
disputes; also advising the Little Prince to write to 
the governor of New Providence, who would write 
tohis royal highness the prince regent, through 
whom the United States would be called to a com- 
pliance with the treaty of Ghent, and advising 
them not to give up their lands, under the treaty 
of fort Jackson, fer that the American citizens 
would be compelled to give up to them all their 
lands, under the treaty of Ghent. 

Charge 2d.—Acting as a spy, and aiding, abetting 
and comforting the enemy, supplying them with 
the means of war. ; ; 

Specification lst—In writing a letter from the 
fort of St. Marks, dated 2d April, $818, to his son 
Joby, at Suwany, (marked A.) detailing the ad- 
vance of the army under gen. Jacksen, stating their 


|force, probable movements, and intentions, to be 


communicated to Bowlegs, the chief of the Su- 
wany towns, for his government. 

Specification 2d.—In writing the letters marked 
BR, without date, and C, with enclosures, 27th Jan. 
1818, and D, called a ‘fa note of Indian talks,” and 
E, without date, applying to the British govern- 


war, and assistance for our enemies; making false 
representations; and also applyixe to Mr. Bagot, 
B,itish ambassador, for his interference, with a 
statement, on the back of one of the letters of mu- 
nitions of war for the enemy. 

Charge 3d—Exciting the Indians to murder and 
destroy William Hambly, and Edmund Doyle, and 
causing their arrest, with a yiew to their condem- 
nation to death, and the seizure of their property, 


on account of their active and zealous exertions to 


maintain peace between Spain, the United States 


and the Indians, they being citizens of the Spanish 
government. 


Specification 1st—In writing the letters marked 
F, dated 26th August, 1817, G, dated 13th May, 
1817, and H, threatening them with death, alleg- 
ing against them fulse and infamous charges, and 
using every means in his power to procure their ar- 
rest. Ali which writings and sayings excited, and 
had a tendency to excite, the negroes und Indians 
to acts of hostility against the United States... 

By order of the court, 

J. M. GLASSEL, recorder. 

To which charges and specifications the prisoner 
pleaded Wot Guilty. 

The prisoner having made application for coun- 
sel, it was granted him; when the court proceeded 
to the examination of the evidence. 

John Winslett,a witness on the part uf the pro- 





the prisoner, and he being asked if he had any objec- 
tions to any member thereof, and replying in the | 
negative, the following charges and specifications | 
were read, viz. | 
Charges vs. A. Arbuthnot, now in custody, and who, 
_ gays he is a British subject: 

Charge 1et.—Exciting and stirring up the Creek! 





secution, being duly sworn, stated, that, some time 
before last July, the Little Prince received a letter 
signed by a Mr. Arbuthnot, advising the upper 
part of the nation to unite with thelower chiefs in 
amity; and stating, the best mode for thein to re- 
possess themselves of their lands, would be to write 
to him (Arbuthnot) and he would send their com- 


a 


ment, through governor Cameron, for munitions of . 
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plaints to the governor ot Providence, whence it 
would be forwarded to his Britannie majesty, and 
he would have the terms of the treaty of Ghent at- 
tended to. He moreover stated his belief, that the 
encroachments on the Indian lands were unknown 
to the president of the United States. The witness 
also identified the signature of the prisoner in a 
a letter to his son marked A, and referred to in 
the first specification, in the second charge, and 
heretofore noted, as the same with that sent to the 
Little Prince. ' 

The witness on being further interrogated, stat- 
ed the language of the letter alluded to, to be, 
that the British government on application weuld 
cause to be restored to them their lands they held 
in 1811, agreeably to the terms of the treaty of 

hent 
naan by the prisoner.—Who is the Little Prince, or is he 
known by any other name ? F 

Ans. He is known by the name of Tustenukke Hopin, and is 
the second chief of the nation. 


Question by the prisoner.—Where is the letter you allude to, or 
in ge possession ? , i 
Ans. It was lett in the possession of Little Prince when I last 
saw jt. 
Question by the prisoner.—Has this Little Prince no other name 
than what yuu state? Ans. Not that € know of. 
Question by the prisonér.—Do you swear that the letter alluded 
to Was addressed to the Little Prince? 
Ans. Ido not. It was presented me by the Little Prince to read 
and interpret for him, which I did. 
Question hy the prisoner.—Are you certain that the letter stated 
that the chief magistrate of the United States could have no 
ae of settlements made on Indian lands or injuries com- 
tuitted ? 
Ans. The letter stated that to be the belief of the writer. 
John Lewis Phenix, a witness on the part of the prosecution 
ee duly sworn, stated with regard to the Ist specification of 
the 2d charge, that being at Suwany in the town about the 6th or 
7th of April, he was awakened in the morning by Mr. Ambrister’s 
receiving, by the hands of a negro, who got it from au Indian, a 
letter from St. Marks, at that time stuted by Ambrister to be from 
the prisoner. 
Ouestion by the prisoner.—Did you see that letter or hear it read ? 
ns. I did see the paper, but did not hear it read. 
Question by the prisoner.—Did you state that the letter wag re- 
ceived by an Indian express? 
Ans. So the black man that delivered it said. 


A question being ratsed by a member of the 
court as to the jurisdiction on the third charge 
and its specification, the doors were closed, and, 
afier mature deliberation, they decided that this 
court are incompetent to take cognizance of the 
offences alleged in that charge and specification. 

Peter B. Cook, a former clerk to the prisoner, 
and a witness on the part of the prosecution, being 
duly sworn, stated that about December or January 
last, the prisoner had a large quantity of powder 
and lead brought to Suwany in his vessel, which he 
sold to the Indians and négroes, that, subsequent 
to that time, when he cannot recollect, Ambrister 
brought for the prisoner in his (the prisoner’s) 
Vessel, nine kegs of powder and a large quantity of 
lead, which was tak 1 possession of by the negroes. 
The witness also identified to tbe following let- 
ters, referred to in the foregoing charges and spe- 
cifications, marked A, B, C, D, E, F, G, and H, as 
being the prisoner’s Land writing; also the power 
of attorney No. 1, granted by the Indians to A. 
Arbuthnot. 

A. 

From A. Arbuthnot to his son, John Arbuthnot, du- 
ted Fort St. Marks, 2d -Ipril, 1818, 9 o’cluck in the 
Morning. 

Drax Joan—As I am ill able to write a long let- 
rer, It ts Necessary to be brief. Before my arriva] 
here the commandant had received an express from 
‘he governor of Pensacola, informing him of a 
‘arge embarkation of troops, &c. under the imme. 
diate command of genéral Jackson; and the boat 
that brought the despatch reckoned eighteen sail 
of vessels off Appalachicola. 





wes informed that 3,000 men, under the orders of 
general Jackson, 1,000 foot and 1,600 horse, under 

eral Gaines, 500 under another general, were 
at Prospect Bluff, were they are rebuilding the 


were at Spanish Bluff, building another fort, un- 


der the direction of American officers; that so soan | 


as these forts were built they intended to march. 
They have commenced. Yesterday morning ad- 
vice was received that they had appeared near—— 
and taken two of the sons of M’Queen and an In- 
dian. Late in the afternoon three schooners came 
to anchor at the mouth of the river, and this morn- 
ing the American flag is seen flying on the Jargest. 

I am blocked here; no Indians will come with me, 
and I am now suffering from the fatigue of coming 
here alone. s , 

The main drift of the Americans is to destroy 
the black population of Suwany. Tell my friend 
Boleck, that it is throwing away his people to at- 
tempt to resist such a powerful force as will be 
drawn on Sahwahnee; and as the troops advance by 
land, so will the vessels bysea. Endeavor to get 
all the goods over the river in a place of security, 
as also the skins of all sorts; the corn must be left 
to its fate. Sosoonas the Sahwahnee is destroyed, 
I expect the Americans will be satisfied and retire: 
this is only my opinion, but I think it is conformable 
}to the demand made by gen. Gaines to king Hatchy 
some months since: in fact, do all you can to save 
all you can save, the books particularly. It is pro- 
bable the commandant will receive some commu- 
nication from the vessels to-day, when he will know 
more certainly what are their motives in coming off 
the fort. I think it is only to shut up the passage to 
the Indians. Twenty canoes went down yesterday, 
and were foreed to return. ‘Thé road between this 
and Mickasucky is said to be stopped. IMillisajo 
and Himathlo Mico were here last night, to hear 
what vessels: they will remove all their cattle and 
effects across St. Mark’s river this morning, anid 
perhaps wait near thereto for the event. 

I have been as brief as I can to give you the sub- 
stance of what appears facts, that cannot be douht- 
ed, to enter into details in the present moment is 
useless. If the schooner is returned, get all the 
goods on board of her, and let her start off for 
Mounater creek, in the bottom of Cedar Key bay, 
You will there only have the skins to hide away. 
But no delay must take place, as the vessels will, 
no doubt, follow the land army, and perhaps, even 
now, some have gone round. I pray your strictest 
attention, for the more that is saved will be, even- 
tually, more to your interest. Let the bearer have 
as much calico as will make him two shirts, for lis 
trouble: he has promised to deliver this in three, 
but I give him four days. 
Iam yours, affectionately, 


B. 
From A. Arbuthnot to Chas. Cameron, gov. Bahamas. 


Sta—Being empowered by the chiefs of the Lower 
Creek nation to represent the state of their nation 
to your excellency, that you may be pleased to for- 
ward the same for the information of h:s majesty’s go- 
verument—to whom alone they look for protection 
against the aggressions and encroachments of tlic 
Americans, I beg leave to submit to your excellen- 
cy the enclosed representations, humbly praying 
that your excellency will be plessed to tuke an _ 
early opportunity of forwarding the same to Great 
Britain. 

Iam instructed by Bowleck, chief of the Sahwa!- 


A ARBUTHNOY. 


By adeserter thatjnee, to make the demand herein enclosed, he never 








vas brought here by the Indians, the commandant ‘haying had any share of the presents distributed a‘ 


burnt fort; that 1000 Indians, of different nations, © 
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Prospect Bluff, though he rendered equally essen- 
tial services as any of the other chiefs to the Bri. 
tish cause, while at war with America, andiwas at 
New-Orieans with a part of his warriors. His fron. 
tiérs being more exposed to the predatory incur- 
ions of the back Georgians, who enter his territory 
and drive off his cattle, he is obliged to have large 
| bes out, to watch their motions, and prevent 

eir plundering. And, being now deficient of am- 
munition, he prays your excellency will grant his 
small. demand, humbly submitting the same. 

I have the honor to be your excellency’s most 
humble servant, A. A. 
Lhe humble representations of the chiefs of the Creek 

nation to his excellencg gov. Cameron. 

First, we beg leave to represent, that Edmund 
Doyle and William Hambly, lately clerks, at Pros. 
pect Bluff, to Messrs. Forbes, &c. and who still 
reside o. the Appalachicola river, we consider as 
the principal cause of our present troubles and un- 
easiness. Hambly was the instrumental cause of 
the fort at Prospect Bluff being destroyed by the 
Americans, by which we lost the supplies intended 
for our future wars. Since then, both these men 
have kept their emissaries among us, tending to 
harrass and disturb our repase, and that of our 
brethren of the middie and upper nation; they 
spread among usreports that the Cowetas, aided 
by the Americans, are descending to drive us off 
our lana; they equally propagate false. 

Cc 


Fram A. Arbuthnot to Benj. Moodie, Esq. enclosing 
letters to Charies Bagot, Esq. British minister at 
Washington. 

Sahwanee, in the Creel: Nation, 27th Jan. 1818. 

Sir.—The enclosed, containing matter of serious 
moment, an-l demanding the immediate attention 
of his excellency the British ambassador, | trust 
he will, for this time, forgive the trifling expense 
of postage, which I have endeavored to prevent as 
much as possible, by compressing much matter in 
one sheet ofpaper. Should you, sir, be put to any 
trouble or expense, by this trouble I give you, by 
being made acquainted with the same, Iwill in- 
struct Bain, Dunshee and Co. to order payment of 
thesame. Ihave the honor to be, sir, your most 
obecient, humble servant, A. ARBUTHNOT. 

Irom A. Arbuthnot to the hon. Charles Bagot. 

Sir—It is with pain Lagain obtrude myself upon 
your excellency’s notice; but the pressing solicita- 
tions of the chiefs of the Creek nation, and the de- 
plorable situation in which they are placed by the 
wanton aggressions of the Americans, I trust, your 
excellency will take as a sufficient apology for the 
present intrusion. 

In August last, the head chiefof the Seminole 
Indians received a letter from gen. Gaines, of which 
Ihave taken the liberty ofannexing your excellen. 
cy the contents, as delivered me by the chief’s head 
Mnglish interpreter, with king Hahhy’s reply 
thereto. 

This letter appears to have been intended to 
sound the disposition of the chiefand ascertain the 
force necessary to overrun the nation; for, from 
then until the actual attack was made on Iuw! 
Town, the same general, with gen. Jackson, seem, 
to bave been collecting troops and settling in va- 
rious quarters. : 

if your excellency desires to have further infor- 
mation respecting the situation of this country and 
its inhabitants, I can, from time to time, inform 
your excellency of such facts and circumstances as 
are stated to me by chiefs of known veracity, or 


v 


your excellency’s order, addressed to me at New 
Providence, will either find me there orbe for- 
warded me to this country. 

With great respect, [have the honor to be your 
excellency’s most obedient servant, A. A. 

The following memorandum was on the back of 
the foregoing letter: King Hahhy 1000, Boleck, 
1500, Oso Hatj» Choctawhacky 590, Himashy Miso 
Chattchichy 600, at present with Hillisajo. At 
present under arms, 1000 and more; and attacking 
those Americans who have made inroads on their 
territory. 

A quantity of gun powder, lead, muskets, and 
flints, sufficient to arm 1000 or 2000 men; muskets 
1000, arms smaller if possible; 10,000 flints, a pro- 
portion for rifle, put up separate: 50 casks gun. 
powder, a proportion for rifle; 2000 knives, 6 to 9 
inch blade, good quali‘y; 1000 tomahawks; 100 Ibs. 
‘vermillion; 2000 Ibs. lead, independent of ball fur 


inusket, 
(Signed) Kine H AHHY. 
| (Signed) BOLECK. * 


Fram general Gaines to ihe Seminoly chief. 

To the Seminoly chief: Your Seminoly’s are very 
bad people; I don’t say whom. You have murder- 
ed many of my people, and stolen my cattle and 
many good horses, that cost me money; and manv 
pa houses, that cost me money, you have burnt 
or me; and now that you see my writing, youll 
think I have spoken right. I know it is so; you 
know it is so; for now you may say, I will go upon 
you at random;. but just give me the murderers, 
and I will shew them my law, and when that is 
finished and past, if you will come about any of my 
people, you will see your friends, and if you see rae 
you will.see your friend. But there is something 
out in the sea; a bird with «forked tongue: whip 
him back before he lands, for he will be the ruin 
of you yet. Perhaps you do not know who or what 
1 mean—I mean the name of Euglishman. 

I tell you this, that if you do not give me up the 
murderers who have murdered my people, | say I 
have got :good strong warriors, with scalping 
knives and tomahawks. You harbor a great many 
of my black people among you, at Sahwahnee. If 
you give me leave to go by you against them, I shall 
not hurt any thing belonging to you. 


(Signed) general GAINES. 
From king Hatchy to general Gaines, in answer to 
the foregoing. 


To general Gaines: You charge me with killing 
your people, stealing your cattle, and burning your 
houses. I:is I that have cause to complain of the 
Americans. While one American has been justly 
killed, while in the act of stealin;; cattle, more than 
four Indians have been murdered while hunting, 
by these lawless freebooters. I harbor no negroes. 
When the Englishmen were at war with America, 
some took shelter among tivem, and it is for you 
white people to settle these things among your- 
selves, and not trouble us with what we know noth- 
ing about. I shail use force to stop any armed A- 
mericans from passing my towns or my lands. 

(Signed) King HATCHY. 
D. 
“Note of Tidian talks ” 

In August, Capp’ had a letter from reneral 
Gaines, in substance as annexed, No. 1, ind re- 
\urned the answer as by No. 2. Noxhing further 
was said on either side. The end of Oc'ober, a 
party of Americans, from a fort on Fiint river, su - 
rounded Fow) Town during the night, and began bur- 





which may come under my own observation; and 


| ning it. The Indians then in it, fled to the swampg, 


